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Correcting Discord 
By Louise Darcy 


HE ear attuned to harmony detects 
False notes and jangling chords 
when they are made; 

The discord found in music it corrects 

As hands strike tuneful measures sweetly 
played. 

So when a life attuned to God draws 
near 

To Him in faith, it can detect the wrong 

And bravely turn aside from doubt and 
fear, 

The: heart uplifted in a grateful song. 

No daily discord Will seem on the key 

To listening ears that hear a hallowed 
strain. 

Inharmony corrected sets us free 

Till only heavenly harmonies remain, 

God’s ceaseless melody of hope and joy, 

Exalted music nothing can destroy. 


The Peril in Praise 


Often the Christian’s greatest danger 
lies not in times of physical harm or 
in cruel and unjust criticism, but in 
the moments of greatest praise. When 
Paul and Barnabas were at Lystra (Acts 
14), the stoning was painful and the 
rejection of their message was discour- 
aging, but their greatest peril came 


when the people would have made gods 
of them. Was this not an opportunity 
to win popular favor and to use this 
means to proclaim the Gospel mes- 
sage? The temptation to seek popu- 
larity and to desire the praise of men 
is a subtle snare that has trapped 
many a Christian leader down through 
the centuries, and it can endanger those 
of us who are in lesser places of Chris- 
tian service, as well. Paul and Barna- 
bas saw the danger and quickly turned 
away, refusing to accept the praises of 
the people. A ruler of Judea was not 
so careful. Acts 12 brings us the story 
of Herod Agrippa who foolishly accepted 
the flattery of the people when they 
called him a god and, as a consequence, 
suffered a terrible death. The Lord 


Jesus said to. His disciples, “Woe unto 
you, when all men shall speak well of 
you!” (Luke 6:26.) It is not that the 
Christian’s conduct is to be such that 
others cannot speak well of him, nor 
that sincere praise is to be ungraciously 
received. But there is a real danger 
when everyone praises us, and we must 
be so rooted and grounded in the Lord 
Jesus Christ that neither flattery nor 
praise will turn our eyes away from 
Him and get us to thinking of self. Let 
us ask Him to keep us simple and hum- 
ble, each thinking of others as better 
than ourselves (Phil. 2:3). Let us quietly 
turn over to Him to whom it rightfully 
belongs any praise that comes our way, 
recognizing that without Him we can 
do nothing (John 15:5). 


The Secret of Fruitfulness 


By Arthur Hedley 


“He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, ‘the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing” (John 15:5). 


UR Saviour chose His disciples 
O with a definite end in view, 

namely, to “bear fruit”’—“Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain” (John 15:16). 
Their fruitfulness would depend on their 
abiding in Him. Apart from Him they 
would be impotent, and their labors 
fruitless: “He that abideth in me, and 
I-in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” 
(v. 5). As the branch abides in the vine 
the nutriment of the vine flows into it, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away” 
(Rev. 21:4). 























and by the secret processes of nature 
appear the green leaf, the clinging ten- 
dril, the delicate blossom, and, finally, 
clusters of beautiful, purple grapes, This 
is true in the spiritual realm for, as 
the believer abides in Christ, so does 
His life, nature, grace, and strength flow 
into us, enabling us to bear “much fruit.” 
Abiding in Him, fruit-bearing becomes 
natural, easy, unconstrained. The more 
fruit we bear, the more we honor and 
glorify God, “Herein,” said Christ, “is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit” (v. 8). 

Fruit, when it is abundant, is specially 
honoring to God. “Oh, if on bended 
knee,” says one, “we might seek but 
one favor, methinks we would not ask 
the wisdom which Solomon craved; we 
would petition for this, that we might 
bring forth much fruit that so we might 
be Christ’s disciples.” Certainly we 
could not petition for anything better 
than increased fruitfulness, for we have 
our Saviour’s word for it, that in this 
very thing is our “Father glorified.” 

The nature of the fruit expected of us 
is moral and spiritual. It was such fruit 
our Lord looked for in the Jewish nation, 
In the Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
(Luke 13), we are told how the owner 
of a vineyard came seeking fruit from 
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a certain tree for three successive years, 
but found none. He was resolved to 
cut it down and put the ground it oc- 
cupied to more profitable use. His serv- 
ant pleaded with him to give it yet an- 
other year during which he would give 
it special attention, and “if it bear fruit, 
well; and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down” (v. 9). 

Our Lord had in mind His own people, 
among whom he labored so faithfully 
and patiently for three years. He sought 
from them the fruit of faith, of love, 
loyalty, and obedience, but alas, He was 
“despised and rejected of men” (Isa. 
53:3). “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not” (John 1:11). 
His labor seemed all in vain, but it 
was not altogether so, for He found in 
His elect band of disciples that faith 
and loyalty that He failed to secure 
from the nation. Imperfect though His 
disciples were, He could say of them, 
“Ye are they which have continued with 
me in my temptations” (Luke 22:28). 
They were to form the nucleus of a 
new, spiritual Israel which, in time, 
would become an innumerable company, 
composed of believers redeemed by His 
precious blood, from all nations (Rev. 
7:9). The Lord’s purpose in calling His 
first disciples was abundantly fulfilled 
after His ascension, for they did bear 
“much fruit,” in life and in service. In 
life, there was seen the fruit of faith, 
love, loyalty, self-sacrifice, courage; and, 
in service, fruit was borne in the con- 
version of thousands of souls, including 
“a great company of the priests” (Acts 
6:7). These men, who had dwelt with 
Christ in a physical sense during this 
ministry, now lived with Him, and He 
in them, in a deeply spiritual sense, and 
the consequence was the bearing of 
. “much fruit.” 

The fruit we are expected to bring 
forth is specified by the apostle in the 
fifth chapter of Galatians: “The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” Such fruit was 
seen in its perfection in the life of the 
Lord Jesus, and its manifestation in our 
lives will be according to the measure 
of our abiding in Him. Dwelling in 
Him and He in us we shall “walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1:10), 
The more intimate our union with Christ, 
the more effective will be our influence 
over others. Those who abide in Christ 
and grow in His likeness have a lasting 
influence over other lives. They are 
bearing “much fruit,” though they may 
see little evidence of it. Possibly they 
may not have the privilege of winning 
others for Christ, nevertheless it will be 
seen in eternity that by the eloquent 
witness of a beautiful Christlike life, and 
the confession of their lips, they, uncon- 
sciously, bore abundant fruit in other 
lives. 

Many of the world’s greatest preachers, 
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missionaries, and evangelists have con- 
fessed, with deep gratitude, their great 
indebtedness to Christian parents; to a 
pastor who spent his life in some ob- 
scure village, or to a humble Sunday 
school teacher. Mary Slessor, the White 
Queen of Calabar, tells how she was 
led to serve the Lord Jesus through 
a godly old woman, who invited her and 
her friends into her little room, to speak 
to them about eternal things. A great 
Methodist preacher, the Rev. Mark Guy 
Pearse, who influenced thousands for 
Christ, says he would never have been 
a preacher of the Gospel if an old lady, 
105 years old, had not spoken to him 
of Christ. He never went to a Sunday 
school, but every Sunday he and a few 
other boys went to see old Rosie, as they 
called her. She was a complete invalid, 








Coming Soon 


NEW series of articles by Dr. 
T. Stanley Soltau, well known to 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers, will be- 
gin in the May 7 issue. The theme will 
be, “Things a Christian Should Know.” 
There will be fourteen articles in all. 
However, it is possible that the entire 
series may not be published consecu- 
tively, but rather in two groups, the 
second group coming somewhat later in 
the year. 
In the first group of articles such topics 
as the following will be treated: 
My Own Helplessness 
That He Belongs to Another 
That My Redeemer Liveth 
Whom He Has Believed 


The Persistent and 
Unchanging Love of God 
God’s Daily Overruling 
The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
There are undoubtedly friends and 
acquaintances with whom you will want 
to share this timely series. You may 
send as many eighteen-week trial sub- 
scriptions as you wish for $1 each (Can- 
ada: $1.10, in U.S.A. dollars), and such 
subscriptions will cover the first group 
of articles. Or, better still, why not send 
full-year subscriptions, and thus make 
sure that your friends will get the en- 
tire series? Yearly subscriptions are $3 
each (in Canada, $3.25, in U.S.A. dollars). 
For five new eighteen-week subscrip- 





‘tions, or for two new full-year subscrip- 


tions, you may have, without money cost, 
one copy of Edgar Ainslie’s book, “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age—Studies in 
the Book of Revelation.” (We are sorry, 
but, because of foreign customs restric- 
tions, this book offer is limited to those 
residing in the United States and its 
possessions.) 

Send your list of names and addresses 
to 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5 


April 23, 1955 


and he tells how that, one day, he knelt 
by her bed, while she laid her hand on 
his head and softly whispered, “God 
bless the little lad, make him a good 
lad, and make him a preacher, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.” Although only six years 
of age, he said, “When i grow up to be 
a man, old Rosie’s God shall be my God.” 
She did not live to see her prayer an- 
swered, nor to see the “much fruit” 
her simple testimony was to produce 
for the Saviour. 

Even in eternity it may be impossible 
to trace out all the fruit borne through 
the quiet witness of obscure souls, who 
lived in close union with Christ and 
were conscious of His abiding presence 
and friendship. As we abide in Christ 
and He abides in us, so shall we bear 
“much fruit,” for our influence will still 
be felt in other generations, long after 
we have passed on to our eternal rest. 
If we could but realize the sure and 
far-reaching results of a life lived in 
Christ, with Christ, and for Christ, we 
would earnestly endeavor to live in 
closer communion with our Lord. In 


(Continued on page 339) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Water and the New Birth 


I’ve long admired Mr. Olson’s tracts 
and writings, including Now. But also 
often wondered why good men seem 
eager to prove that “water” doesn’t 
mean “water” in John 3. Why not let 
the Holy Spirit mean what He says? 
In the lesson for February 13 in The 
Sunday School Times of January 29, 
Mr. Olson quotes Ephesians 5:26 to 
explain the meaning of “water” in 
John 3:5. But there it is again, bap- 
tism and the Word, or “connected with 
the Word,” as Luther puts it. Not 
just water, except as the carrier of 
the promise, and baptism as its ac- 
ceptance; like you accept my check, 
not as a piece of paper, but as the 
carrier of a promise. Baptism is no- 
where called a burial; if you look 
closer don’t you find that God says: 
In baptism you partake of what Christ 
did, His death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion—baptized into His death, buried 
with Him, raised with Him; not bap- 
tism as a burial but as an act of in- 
corporation.—An Illinois reader. 


The Illinois reader’s question was sent 
to Mr. Olson, and Mr. Olson has re- 
plied as follows: 


Hearty thanks for your kind words 
anent my articles in Now and in The 
Sunday School Times. It is encourag- 
ing to know the articles are appre- 
ciated. 

Regarding the surprise you express 
about good men seeming “eager to 
prove that water doesn’t mean water 
in John 3,” I can only speak for my- 
self in the matter. 

I feel that one is not making a mis- 


(Continued on page 339) 
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The Gospel in Japan 


What Christian work is being done there, 


and what is the response? 


OW i: Christians are to love every 
individual Japanese, but at 
the same time we must recog- 
nize God’s perfect right to break in 
pieces a nation that has so blatantly 
opposed Him and His truth. Until Japan 
is humbled under the mighty hand of 
God, the Bible will be a closed book, the 
Gospel bells will not ring in that land, 
and the saints of God will not be free.” 

Since this writer penned these words 
in 1944, Japan has been humbled; its war 
leaders, condemned and executed by the 
courts of men, have met the Judge of all 
the earth. For six years the people of 
Japan had the opportunity of living un- 
der the merciful administration of the 
Allied Occupation Forces. With the two 
billion dollar aid from the American 
government, Japan is once again indus- 
trially prosperous. The fact that Japan 
is the leading exporter of cotton goods 
in the world (followed by Britain, Amer- 
ica, and India) is proof of this phenom- 
enal recovery. 

Encouraged by General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, missionaries—Roman Catholics, 
Modernists, cultists (Christian Scientists, 
Latter Day Saints, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Seventh Day Adventists, Cooneyites, and 
the like), as well as evangelicals—have 
come to Japan in large numbers. 


Many Decisions but Few Regenerations 

There are approximately 1400 Bible- 
believing, Christ-extolling missionaries 
in Japan, of whom about 150 have 
labored in China. We want to mention 
the good work that is being done by 
these true servants of God, but first a 
comment regarding the impression, so 
wide-spread in the West, that great 
multitudes of Japanese have been saved. 
Actually there are comparatively few 
born-again Christians in Japan. During 
the first few years of the occupation, 
everything foreign was popular, and 
Christianity came in on the wave of that 
popularity. The fact that great numbers 
of Japanese have made “decisions” for 
Christ has been widely heralded, but 
how many of these were cases of regen- 
eration by the power of the Holy Spirit 
is known only by Him whose knowledge 
of every heart is perfect. Japan now, as 
formerly, is a difficult field, and God’s 
servants long to see more “good ground” 
hearers, 

An esteemed Japanese Christian worker 
was asked in America, “What word 
would you have for missionaries just on 
the way out to Japan?” His answer, in 
part, conveys a clear picture of the scene 
here, “This is quite a question; I hope 
I can answer it very honestly. This has 


“Much that has been reported con- 
cerning revival in Japan has been 
misleading. Sometimes,” writes Mr. 
Hunter, “misunderstanding arises due 
to the variety of ways in which the 
word [revival] has been defined. 
Websters New Collegiate Dictionary 
defines it as ‘an evangelistic meeting 
or series of meetings.’ In this sense 
there is much revival in Japan as 
God’s faithful servants preach the 
Gospel. The same dictionary gives 
another definition: ‘Renewed interest 
in religion, after indifference and 
decline; a period of religious awak- 
ening.’ In this broad sense, we fail 
to see a revival in Japan, although 
we praise God for the real cases of 
conversion that are occurring by the 
power of God in all parts of the 
country.” 

Mr. Hunter’s background is that of 
the “Open Brethren,” but his work 
in Japan is nonsectarian. He is one 
of the editors of the Pilgrim Bible. 
He works among the Chinese in 
Tokyo, maintains a Japanese work in 
his own home, and assists in serv- 
icemen’s work. He is adviser to the 
GI Gospel Hour in Tokyo and 
teaches at its Tuesday night prayer 
meeting, and he is a trustee of Sery- 
iceman for Christ in Japan. 








been on my heart very much. I have 
prayed about this much on my way back 
to America. Many young people have 
been disappointed when they have land- 
ed in Japan. The reason they have been 
disappointed is because they have been 
led to believe, through deputation work 
and through missionary propaganda in 
the States, that there is a perpetual re- 
vival in Japan. They read of thousands 
of conversions at evangelistic services. 
And, when they actually get to Japan, 
they see very few Christians. They see 
fewer Christians that are out and out for 
Jesus Christ.” 

Since the war there have been a num- 
ber of definite conversions, and a num- 
ber of Christians who compromised with 
shrine worship hgve been restored to 
the Lord. By means of the Gospel, God 
is calling out from the Japanese a little 
flock of believers for the glory of His 
Son. Notwithstanding these blessings, 
all true servants of Christ are realizing 
that evangelism in Japan is becoming 
more and more difficult. The people in 
general are indifferent to the Christian 
message. Those over middle-age are 
openly returning to the practices of 
Shintoism and Buddhism. In Tokyo, at 


By DONALD M. HUNTER 


New Year’s time in 1952, 1,500,000 people 
worshiped at the Meiji Shrine—five 
times more than at the same season in 
1951! The students of Japan are mate- 
rialists and are easily deceived by the 
insidious propaganda of Communism. 
Those who are seeking to present Christ 
to students find but a feeble response in 
their attempt. The professing Christian 
church in Japan is predominately Mod- 
ernistic, in the sense that the plenary 
inspiration of the Bible is denied. To 
our knowledge there is not a single con- 
servative commentary in the Japanese 
language. These facts are presented in 
order that Christians in America may 
pray for the work of the Lord in Japan 
with greater intelligence as well ag with 
greater fervency. 

By means of Gospel meetings, big and 
small, in open-air, and in_ schools, 
chapels, and other buildings the good 
seed has been sown in many parts of 
Japan. Millions of tracts have been dis- 
tributed, and the Pocket Testament 
League, in co-operation with missionaries, 
has given away more than 8,000,000 copies 
of John’s Gospel. 


Conservative Missionary Occupation 

What are conservative missionaries 
doing in Japan now? A good many have 
completed recently a concentrated course 
of language study, and are now settling 
in many towns and cities throughout 
these islands—places hitherto neglected. 
This occupation means an increase in 
Gospel meetings, children’s services, 
Bible classes, and personal evangelism. 
Four different evangelical groups are 
reaching thousands each week by means 
of radio broadcasts. A number of mis- 
sionaries keep busy in conducting corres- 
pondence courses in which several 
thousand are enrolled. In the field of 
Christian literature, good, sound books, 
mostly translations, are being published. 
Several dependable Christian magazines 
are in circulation. The Japan Sunday 
School Union is seeing the fulfillment of 
its purpose of providing reliable material 
for the children of Japan. A number of 
missionaries are engaged in Bible School 
and Seminary teaching. Faithful work 
is being done among the Chinese and 
Koreans living in Japan. GI Gospel 
Hours in various centers afford the 
American servicemen opportunity to 
hear the Word of Life, and a number of 
boys saved while serving their country 
here have returned as servants of the 
Lord Jesus. . 

This report is necessarily brief, and 
justice cannot be done to the hard work- 
ing, prayerful missionaries. Each one 
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has his daily problems as well as oppo- 
sition from Satan who refuses to give 
up a single soul from his grasp without 
a struggle. In the eyes of the Lord, all 
workers ordained by Him—Japanese and 
foreign—form one band, and He will 
lead on victoriously in the battles that 
. must be fought, 


In conclusion, we pass on some chal- 
lenging words from one of America’s 
beloved Bible teachers, Dr. E. Schuyler 
English: “Do you really believe that 
men and women all over the world who 
are without Christ are without hope, 
bound for hell, and the lake of fire for- 
ever? You believe this? Then what 
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are you doing about it? Are you telling 
the Gospel story, in season and out of 
season? How can we fail to seek to per- 
suade men who are condémned already 
because they do not believe in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God? Human 
feeling and decency demand this of us. 
But how much more is it our bounden 
duty when we realize that it is the com- 
mand of our Lord that we should go! 
Above all, we are not our own, we are 
bought with a price, the shedding of His 
blood for us,.and the love of Christ con- 
strains us to be witnesses to Him to the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” 


Tokyo, JAPAN. 


More About “The New Bible Commentary” 


Its value and some of its divergent views 


By J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr., Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 


6<7T’HE New Bible Commentary,” pre- 

pared under the auspices of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and 
published in December, 1953 (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $7.95), was favorably reviewed 
in THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times of October 
30, 1954. That this handy 1,200-page 
volume is already being used by many 
Bible-loving people is evidenced by the 
number of questions and comments di- 
rected to the Trues. It is the purpose 
of this article to discuss some of the 
points thus raised. 


AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE 


As the above mentioned review 
pointed out, the “viewpoint ... is that 
the Scriptures give a true and factual 
account of God’s dealings with His peo- 
ple, kept free from error in the original 
autographs by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit” (p. 162). The editors expressed 
their purpose to produce a commentary 
on the Bible characterized by “unquali- 
fied belief in its divine inspiration, es- 
sential historical trustworthiness, and 
positive Christian usefulness” (Preface). 


However, the review stated, “Unfor- 
tunately, the second article, ‘Revelation 
and Inspiration,’ by the late Prof. Daniel 
Lamont, is characterized by sad confu- 
sion of terminology.” Readers of THE 
Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times, particularly an 
outstanding Old Testament scholer and 
missionary, have commented especially 
upon the bewildering language to be 
found on pages 27 and 28. Lamont here 
refers to the truth as “coming into be- 
ing” and says, “Yet the Bible is full of 
inspiration as no other book is,” and 
more of that sort of thing. Perhaps 
the earlier review was too lenient in 
the phrase, “sad confusion of terminol- 
ogy.” Prof. Daniel Lamont was a dis- 


ciple of Karl Heim and followed the 
movement called “dimensionalism.” In 
the opinion of this reviewer the dimen- 
sionalist movement is subtle poison. The 


idea is that truth may be found in sev- 
eral different dimensions which may be 
mutually contradictory. Certainly it was 
not the purpose of the reviewer to de- 
fend Lamont. Including his article must 
be regarded as a serious mistake on 
the part of the editors of the book. The 
mistake, however, does not prove any 
lack of sincerity in their desire to be 
loyal to the Bible. It must be recognized 
that many who follow the dimensional- 
ist movement sincerely believe that they 
are loyal to the inerrancy of the Scrip- 
tures, 


The competent Bible scholar men- 
tioned above criticizes the Introduction 
to the Book of Ecclesiastes as being 
“little short of blasphemous.” It seems 
te this reviewer that this criticism is 
too severe. In fact, after pointing out 
the erroneous interpretations of the book 
which are nearly blasphemous, the 
writer of the Introduction goes on to 
refer to certain studies that “have shown 
this popular understanding of it to be 
superficial, and have led to a truer ap- 
preciation” (p. 538). A _ better short 
commentary on Ecclesiastes should have 
been presented, but the author is really 
not guilty of opinions that are border- 
ing on blasphemy. He defends the place 
of Ecclesiastes within the canon of sacred 
Scripture among the books “which are 
able. to make us wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” 
(p. 538). 

TRADITIONAL AUTHORSHIP 

It has always beeri the conviction of 
the editorial staff of THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times, and it is the conviction of this 
reviewer, that the author of the Apoc- 
alypse was the Apostle John, the son of 
Zebedee, the author of the fourth Gos- 
pel and of the three Epistles which bear 
his name. It is held that Revelation 1:2, 
literally translated, “who testified the 
Word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, things which he saw,” is intended 
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to designate the John of Revelation as 
the author of the fourth Gospel. In 
other words, “His servant, John” is said 
to be the same John who wrote the eye- 
witness account of the life of Christ 
which. bears his name. 

However, it must be pointed out that 
the apostolic authorship of the Revela- 
tion has not always been clear to Chris- 
tian leaders of unquestioned loyalty to 
the doctrine of the inerrancy of the 
Scripture. Revelation 1:2 has very com- 
monly been understood as referring to 
the contents of the Book of Revelation 
and not to the Gospel, and one who does 
not believe that the author of the Rev- 
elation is the same man as the author 
of the Gospel is not thereby to be labeled 
as unsound in the doctrine of inspiration. 

The great obstacle to belief in the 
apostolic authorship of the Apocalypse 
is the difference in language between 
this book and John’s Gospel. The writer 
of the commentary on Revelation is in- 
clined to believe in the apostolic author- 
ship, and explains the difference in lin- 
guistic style by the tentative theory that 
the book was originally written in 
Aramaic. It would seem to this reviewer 
that a far better explanation of the 
facts is to assume that John wrote his 
Gospel in the city of Ephesus, with cul- 
tured Greek secretarial assistance, 
whereas the Apocalypse was written 
without such assistance on the Island of 
Patmos. In both cases, the Holy Spirit 
chose to cause the author to use a Style 
natural to him under the circumstances. 
Remember that John was a bilingual, 
Galilean businessman, perfectly capable 
of expressing himself and transacting 
business in Greek, as well as in his 
native mother tongue, Aramaic. 

The “writer of the commentary on 
Revelation follows Alford in clearly 
pointing out the two future resurrec- 
tions and the millennial kingdom of 
Christ. 

AUTHORSHIP OF DANIEL 

The Introduction to the Book of Daniel, 
under the paragraph heading “Author,” 
categorically states, “The book of Daniel 
is a product of the Exile and was written 
by Daniel himself. We may note that Dan- 
iel speaks in the first person and asserts 
that revelations were made to him... 
the author of the second part (chapters 
vii to xii) must also have composed the 
first (chapters i to vi) ... alleged his- 
torical objections are not really 
valid” (pp. 668, 669). 

A competent Bible student feels that 
the words “we do not know enough to 
assert that the representations in Daniel 
are in error,” indicate a weak and vacil- 
lating attitude toward the authenticity of 
the book. However, after the strong un- 
equivocal statements quoted above, the 
author proceeds to state objections raised 


by those who doubt the genuineness of . 


the Book of Daniel, and he concludes 
that objections are not founded in fact. 
The “we” who “do not know enough” to 
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prove historical error in the Book of 
Daniel, means the whole world of Bibli- 
cal and critical scholarship. The state- 
ment is equivalent to saying that the 
arguments of the critics are founded on 
thin air. 

PROPHETIC INTERPRETATION 


In the earlier brief review above re- 
ferred to, only a sampling of divergent 
interpretation of prophecy was given: 

One need not agree with all the in- 
terpretations given in all parts of the 

Commentary. The Rev. G, N, M. Col- 

lins, a Scottish Free Church pastor, 

thoroughly loyal to the Scriptures, in 
his commentary on Zechariah applies 
many things to the Church in this age 
which this reviewer believes should 
be applied to the Second Coming of 

Christ and the Millennium. Neverthe. 

less, even opinions with which one 

may disagree will be found worthy of 
careful study. 

Readers of THE Sunpay Scuoot TIMES 
who have studied this commentary have 
been disturbed by a similarly divergent 
interpretation of the seventy sevens in 
the ninth chapter of Daniel. The com- 
mentator after stating rather inade- 
quately the view that regards the seven- 
tieth seven as still future, and after 
dismissing the critical view which dis- 
counts the entire passage, states a view 
that, it must be admitted, has been held 
by some strong believers in the infal- 
libility of the Scriptures, the view that 
it is the atonement of Christ that 
“causes the sacrifice and oblation to 
cease.” And that the seventieth seven 
does not necessarily refer to a period 
of time yet to come. 
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The editofial staff of THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes has for many years taken 
the position that the seventieth seven 
of Daniel still lies in the future. This 
is certainly the conviction of this re- 
viewer. The seventy sevens are not 
given as continuous time, but as time 
running through three periods broken by 
intervals of unspecified duration. Zerub- 
babel under Cyrus certainly gave the 
command “to restore and rebuild Jeru- 
salem.” This was in 536 B.C. The Tem- 
ple was rebuilt, and for approximately 
half a century (seven sevens) progress 
was made. Then came an interval of 
decay. Progress was later resumed un- 
der Nehemiah, and the period of sixty- 
two sevens culminating in the crucifixion 
of Christ (the Anointed Prince “cut off, 
but not for himself”) leaves the seven- 
tieth seven still to be fulfilled. Christ 
clearly regarded the “abomination of 
desolation spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet” (which is to occur in the midst 
of the seventieth seven) as an event 
still future, and shortly preceding his 
Apocalypse. 

CONCLUSION 


It should be clear that in commending 
“The New Bible Commentary” as a 
valuable reference work for Bible stu- 
dents, we do not agree with all the views 
therein expressed. Divergent views in 
commentaries ought to make Bible stu- 
dents realize that, though helpful and 
stimulating, human explanations are not 
to be taken with the same confidence as 
the Word of God itself, 

Rrincwoonp, N. J. 


A Ham and a Superintendent 


How the air waves carried help in a Sunday school emergency 


MATEUR radio has often been called 

upon in emergencies. “Hams” have 
performed their vital roles on the occa- 
sions of.many crises. It isn’t too often, 
however, that such communications have 
been relied upon to salvage a situation 
in the service of the Saviour. 

Recently the Editor of the Tres had 
lunch with an amateur who related to 
him the following: 

In an exchange between two stations it 
was discovered that the Pennsylvania 
operator was recently elected assistant 
superintendent of his Sunday school. The 
other, who operates from New Jersey, 
was in full-time Christian service. 

Two weeks after the initial contact the 
New Jersey licensee was relaxing after 
a speaking engagement by manning his 
equipment. Operations included direct- 
ing a Pittsburgh amateur, who was mo- 
bile, to a near-by motel; and talking 
with another from Ohio, temporarily in 
a Camden hotel. Then, before retiring, 
he tuned the band for one more call. 


Unexpectedly he received a long call 
from the assistant Sunday schoo] super- 
intendent. Replying to it, the New Jersey 
operator learned that the assistant super- 
intendent was sending out a kind of 
“distress signal.” The superintendent 
was to have addressed the Sunday 
school on the following day, but he 
had become ill and his wife informed 
the assistant that, on short notice, he 
would have to substitute. He was not 
prepared. Could the full-time worker 
make some suggestion? 

He could and he did. 

“WN3ZFD from KN2JEI, have you pad 
and pencil handy? Break.” 

“KN2JEI from WN3ZFD, Roger... 
break, break.” 

Oe then here is a devotional mes- 
sage that will tell the school three things 
about Christ Jesus. 

“First: He is approachable. ‘Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest’ (Matt. 
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11:28). He invites the sinner to Himself, 
There is no reason why He should have 
anything to do with this race of rebels, 
but, in His love, mercy, and grace, He 
bids us come. He also bids the saint to 
come to Him for refuge, succor, blessing, 
and the supply of all his need, 


“Second: He is available. His invita- 
tion is urgent. ‘Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool’ 
(Isa. 1:18). ‘Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation’ 
(2 Cor, 6:2b). The Lord not only ex- 
tends His loving arms, but He would 
also draw us to Himself. Sinner, if you . 
would get rid of your sin, come now. 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved’ (Acts 16:31). Re- 
deemed one, if there is a need in your 
life, seek Him out now. ‘Cast thy bur- 
den upon the Lord, and he shall sustain 
thee’ (Psa. 55:22). 

“Third: He is able. ‘Now unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think’ (Eph. 
3:20). Jesus is able to save, to supply, 
to comfort, to keep. He is able to meet 
all human need. You will never present 
Him with a problem that He cannot 
solve, or with a question that He cannot 
answer. There are no Gordian knots 
with God. 

The Saviour can solve every problem, 

The tangles of life can undo; 

There is nothing too hard for Jesus, 

There is nothing that He cannot do. 

“There’s an outline for you. Give it 
back to me, so I can be sure you have 
it, and I'll pray for you in the presenta- 
tion. WN3ZFD, KN2JEI is standing by.” 

“KN2JEI from WN3ZFD. Roger! 

Jesus is approachable (Matt. 11:28). 

Jesus is available (Isa. 1:18). 

Jesus is able (Eph. 3:20). 

Thanks a lot, old man, I'll let you know 
how I make out. I'll have to study this 
now, so I'll say ‘good night’ and may 
God bless you. KN2JEI, WN3ZFD is 
over, off and clear, and will be looking 
for you on two meters to report tomor- 
row. So long.” 


With the help of the Lord he made out 
well. If you need some help for your 
Sunday school, you might try calling 
amateur radio station KN2JEI, or, bet- 
ter yet, get in touch with Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, KN2JEI is its president. 


It is not at all necessary for you to 
see any helf in sight, nor is it really 
necessary for God to have any relief on 
hand. He does not need anything to 
begin on. In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth. What did He 
make them out of? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing! Trust Him and He will see 
you through.—Keswick Calendar, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


‘THE.SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





The Millions) William Pape wrote of 


.: CHINA’S MILLIONS (now called 
“the Old Silk Route,” which ran 


from Western China across Central Asia’ 


to the Mediterranean, and which was 
traveled for centuries. In the Han dy- 
nasty, fashionable ladies in Imperial 
Rome wore silk gowns, and: the silk 
came from China, . 

“IT thought of Bernice,” says Mr. Pape, 
“classically attired in a fashionable silk, 
reclining beside Agrippa, listening to the 
burning testimony of Paul. I thought of 
Pilate’s wife, wearing the finest silk ‘that 
money could buy, elegant and lovely, 
yet unhappy because of her dreams of 
Jesus. And I thought of Jesus Himself, 
standing in the busy streets of Nazareth, 


jostled by the caravans arriving from. 


distant cities of the East, some carrying 
bales of silk still marked with the 
strange Chinese characters. That great 
highway had been exceedingly busy in 
His day, and when He said, ‘Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations,’ He 
knew that there was a way open to 
the ends of the earth. 

“At Khotan the road parts, sending a 
branch toward India. There is a story 
of the Emperor Ming Ti, who dreamed 
that he saw a man standing in the West 
with a radiance about his head, who 
could bring light to China. The envoys 
sent to find the man traveled as far 
as Khotan and there were undecided 
which road to take. The Silk Road 
would. have brought them through Bag- 
dad and Damascus, straight to Jeru- 
salem, where no doubt they would have 
found the Truth. Instead they turned 
south, crossing the Himalayas into India, 
where Buddhist priests met them and 
persuaded them that Buddha was the 
teacher for whom they were seeking.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Lathrop, work- 
ing among the Tarascans of Mexico, say 
of these people when they first turned 
to Christ: “It is difficult to conceive 
of their ignorance. They did not know 
how to pray; some would converse with 
each other in meetings. They have to 
learn not to use abusive language; not 
to lie; how to find verses in the Word. 
Also attacks gn their faith are almost 
beyond belief. Centuries of uncurbed 
sin lie behind them. The wrath of the 
Enemy is constantly directed against 
them and against the missionaries. Re- 
cently there has been ans outbreak of 
malicious gossip. 

“A few days ago a young man, not 
yet a believer, asked me to teach his 
believing wife not to talk back ‘because 
when she does I beat her, and that is 
not good. Even a Christian wouldn’t 
bother to put a blanket over his sick 


wife. Yet he has come a long way, for 
he does not now beat her or’ curse hér; 
here, if a man chooses to kill his wife, 
it is considered right.” 

Mr. Lathrop calls for prayer partners 
who will take each one of these new 
converts and sustain him in prayer. “Re- 
cently a backslider for two years re- 
turned to the Lord. He had a faithful 
prayer backer, who had not ceased to 
pray for him.” Mr. Lathrop wants more 
such. Address Apartado 7, Paracho, 
Michoacan, Mexico. 


A great daughter of the Asian church 
has just been called to her reward (on 
December 29, 1954). This is Dr. Mary 
Stone, founder of the Bethel Mission 
and Hospital, Shanghai. She was the 
daughter of the first ordained minister 
in Central China, the first Chinese 
woman sent to America to study medi- 
cine. Also, we may say in passing, the 
first girl to have grown up with natural 
feet. She helped to organize the Red 
Cross in China, was first president of 
the W.C.T.U., trained nurses, helped to 
bring up orphaned children, preached 
the Gospel to countless thousands, beside 
carrying a heavy load of medical prac- 
tice through the years.” 


The R.S.V. is being actively promoted 
in book clubs, on greeting cards, even 
in religious tracts. It is touted as the 
greatest Bible in three centuries. In 
Eternity it is advertised as the “Gift 
Bible [which] may help change some- 
one’s life.” Perhaps! And may the change 
be for the better! Of the King James 
Version, “written 343 years ago,” it “too 
often ... lies in . . . homes respected, 
but neglected,” which, however, is not 
the fault of the Authorized Version, as 
intimated. “This great [R.S.V.] Bible 
strengthens . . . understanding of God’s 
Word, it can bring ,. . . perhaps for the 
very first time—all the help and stimu- 
lation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days.” 

Such advertisement is specious, slanted, 
absurd. By implication it condemns the 
Authorized Version, a far greater Book 
and far worthier of praise. But the 
R.S.V. is a money-maker for the National 
Council of Churches. 

From the American Bible Society itself 
comes a juster estimate. When Queen 
Mother Elizabeth visited Bible House on 
Park Avenue, Dr. Darlington of the 
Bible Society described the King James 
Version as “this magnificent translation 
of the Bible . . . the most sought-after 
and the most carefully read book in the 
history of the world. . . . No book has 
had a greater influence on our history 
or on our ideals.” He stated that the 


April 23, 1955 
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By ERNEST GORDON 


Bible he held in his hands was “the first 
English Bible published in this country. 
. . . Of course, it is in the King James 
Version. It bears on the leaf after the 
title page the resolution. of the Congress 
of the United States ‘recommending this 
edition of the Bible to the inhabitants of 
the United States,’ ... It is the only 
religious book that has been so recom- 
mended and approved by Congress. Quo- 
tations from it are found on our Liberty 
Bell, on our public buildings, in the 
speeches of George Washington, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, and many other great 
leaders throughout our history and in 
our literature. Its influence is present 
in our homes, in our cemeteries, where 
lie our hallowed dead, and in our hearts 
and lives. Last year one commercial 
firm in the United States published and 
distributed 1,700,000 copies of the Bible 
in the King James Version . . . in addi- 
tion to those published by the American 
Bible Society and other Bible pub- 
lishers.” 


Congress, on August 31, 1954, requested 
the President to designate the week be- 
ginning November 28, National Salva- 
tion Army Week in recognition of the 
Army’s work in “befriending, aiding, and 
giving new hope to needy men, women, 
and children.” Mr. Eisenhower followed 
this directive with warm tribute to “this 
great body of unselfish men and women 
who have earned our esteem and praise 
in full measure.” 

This demonstration of affectionate re- 
gard seems to have been little noticed. 
The General of the Salvation Army, in 
recounting an around-the-world inspec- 
tion, gives this picture of one phase of 
Salvation Army salvage: 

“IT shall always remember an open-air 
meeting in Chicago’s Skidrow. From 
eighty to a hundred men, all converted 
from alcoholism or drug addiction, were 
standing in a double row stretching 
along the gutter on one side of the 
street. With happy song and clear tes- 
timony they gave expression to the great 
transformation that the power of Christ 
had wrought in their lives. All about 
them were other men, some intoxicated, 
listening with rapt attention, 

“A drum was placed on the ground at 
each end of the line, and when the 
invitation was given, seven men were 
found kneeling and seeking deliverance. 
This is a constant occurrence, not only 
in Chicago, but also in a score of other 
American cities.” 

4 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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LESSON 6. MAY 8. JOASH REPAIRS THE TEMPLE 


2 Chronicles 21 to 24; printed text, 2 Chronicles 24:4, 8-14 
Golden Text.—Bring sacrifices and thank-offerings into the house of the Lord.—2 Chron. 29:31 


. Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
2 Chron. 24:4 And it came to pass after this, that Joash 
was minded to repair the house of the Lorp, 


8 And at the king’s commandment they made a chest, and 
set it without at the gate of the house of the Lorp. 

9 And they made a proclamation through Judah and Jeru- 
salem, to bring in to the Lorp the collection that Moses the 


the Lorp. 


Strengthened it. 


servant of God laid’ upon Israe] in the wilderness. 


10 And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, and 
brought in, and cast into the chest, until they had made 


an end. 


11 Now it came to pass, that at what time the chest was 
brought unto the king’s office by the hand of the Levites, 
and when they saw that there was much money, the king’s 
scribe and the high priest’s officer came and emptied the 
chest, and took it, and carried it to his place again.. Thus 
they did day by day, and gathered money in abundance. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
RHAPS the best approach to this 
Presson will be a historical sketch, 
leading from Jehoshaphat, whose 
career we studied last week, to the situ- 
ation which confronts us this week. 

We saw how Jehoshaphat entered into 
alliance with apostate Israel and her 
wicked kings. Despite the reproof min- 
istered to him by Jehu the seer after 
his military expedition with Ahab, from 
which he narrowly escaped with his life, 
he maintained the northern alliance. 
Near the end of his life he co-operated 
with the son of Ahab in a great com- 
mercial adventure by sea, which. came 
to nought because the blessing of God 
was not on it. 

Jehoshaphat little realized the har- 
vest that would spring from the seed 
of this unequal yoke. It is not surpris- 
ing that the son of Jehoshaphat should 
meet the daughter of Ahab. So the two 
houses were linked by marriage, and 
Jehoram, who succeeded Jehoshaphat on 
the throne of Judah, had as his wife 
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jeze- 
bel. What an influence to introduce into 
the house of David! 

One of Jehoram’s first acts when he 
ascended the throne was ta slay his 
brothers. ‘He would brook no possible 
rival.- No doubt Athaliah was the in- 
fluence behind this massacre. 

The kingdom of Judah then fellowed 
its northern neighbor in apostasy from 
God, and it is interesting to notice that 
it was at this time that Elijah, who had 
confined his ministry to the northern 
kingdom, now wrote his famous letter 





and silver. 


to the king of Judah, warning him of 
the judgment that awaited. 

Jehoram certainly did not endear him- 
self to his people, and when he died of 
sore diseases, after eight years of corrupt 
reign, there was no mourning in the 
kingdom. In the meantime, the judg- 
ment of God had caught up with hjm 
for the treatment he had given his 
brothers, for the Philistines and the 
Arabians had carried off all but the 
youngest of his sons and slain them. So 
it was his youngest son, Jehoahaz, or 
Ahaziah, who followed him on the 
throne. 


Under the influence of his wicked 


mother, Athaliah, Jehoahaz pursued the _ 


wicked policies of his father, including 
the alliance with the northern kingdom. 
A year after the accession to the throne 
he paid a visit to his cousin, Jehoram, 
king of Israel, just in time to be caught 
in Jehu’s trap, so he was slain and buried 
away from home. 

More slaughter followed, The mother of 
Jehoahaz, Athaliah, now saw her oppor- 
tunity. She engaged in one more purge, 
destroying the seed royal and the house 
of David, so that she herself could 
mourtt the throne. So for six years, it 
was not a member of the house of Da- 
vid, but the daughter of Ahab and Jeze- 
bel who reigned in Judah. 

But the conspiracy had not been alto- 
gether successful. Jehoahaz had a sis- 
ter named Jehoshabeath, who had mar- 
ried Jehoiada, the high priest, Somehow 
she was apprised of Athaliah’s intention 
and was able to secure the youngest 
son of Jehoahaz, Joash by name. She 
and her priestly husband hid the young 
prince in the Temple for six years, then 
after careful planning brought him out, 





12 And the king and Jehbdiada gave it to such as did the 
work of the service of the house of the Lorp, and hired 
masons and carpenters to repair the house of the Lorp, and 
also such as wrought iron and brass to mend tht house of 


13 So*the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected 
by them, and they set the house of God in his state, and 


14 And when they had finished it, they brought the rest 
of the money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were 
made vessels for the house of the Lorp, even vessels to 
minister, and to offer withal, and spoons, and vessels of gold 
And they offered burnt-offerings in the house 
of the Lorp continually all the days of Jehoiada. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


and crowned him king. The shouts of 
“God save the king,” brought Athaliah 
to the Temple, only to meet her death. 

Joash, therefore, began his reign un- 
der very different influence from that 
which his father had known, for Je- 
hoiada, the priest, was a good man, and 
instructed the young prince in the ways 
of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chron. 24:4.—“, . . Joash was minded 
to repair the house of the Lord.” The 
state of the Temple was a criterion of 
the spiritual condition of the nation. A 
king’s zeal for the house of God indicated 
a period of revival. 

Verses 5-7.—These’ verses tell the sad 
story of the nation’s backsliding through 
the influence of Athaliah the daughter 
of Ahab, and of the king’s difficulty in 
securing a response to his program of 
restoration. Revival comes through sore 
travail, 

Verse 8.—“. . . they made a chest, and 
set it without at the gate of the house 
of the Lord.” Where an every-member 
canvass had failed (v 5), the king tried 
the method of having every man bring 
his own offering to the house of the Lord. 

Verse 9.—“And they made a proclama- 
tion . . . to bring in to the Lord the 
collection ...” It was not altogether a 
free-will offering. The king renewed 
the imposition of the Law. This may 
have been a census, with the imposition 
gf redemption money (Exod. 30:12-16). 

Verse 10.—“And all the princes and all 
the people . . . cast into the chest, until 
they had made an end.” Notice that, 
while the ministers (Levites) were slow 
to respond (v. 5), the laity (princes and 
people) responded gladly and enthusias- 
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tically, wasting no time. They did not 
rest until the matter was carried right 
through. 

Verse 11—“, . . the king’s scribe and 
the high priest’s officer . . . emptied 
the chest .. . and carried it to his place 
again ... day by day...” That was 
a big offering box, but each day saw 
it filled, so that a regular system had 
to be established to care for the money 
that rolled'in. Notice that this was put 
in the care of a representative of the 
king and a representative of the high 
priest, Jehoiada (v. 2). By this time the 
Levites were being affected by the gen- 
eral awakening. 

Verse 12.—“. . . hired masons and car- 
penters to repair the house of the Lord 
. . .”’ There was much repair work to 
be done because of the years of neglect. 
Because of the ready response of the 
people, the workmen were kept at. the 
work without delays. The costs for 
material and labor were met on time. 

Verse 13.—“So . . . they set the house 
of God in his state, and strengthened it.” 
See the marginal rendering of the He- 
brew: “the healing went up upon the 
work,” a strange but telling phrase. “In 
his state” gives the idea of restored 
grandeur. Decay was halted, and weak- 
ened walls strengthened, perhaps with 
buttresses, 

Verse 14+“. . . they brought the rest 
of the money . . . whereof were made 
vessels for the house of the Lord ... 
And they offered burnt-offerings ... 
all the days of Jehoiada.” The building 
fund was Oversubscribed, so the excess 
went into equipment. “All the days of 
Jehoiada” tellg us the influence behind 
all this work -of restoration. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The physical state of the Temple in 

Jerusalem was always a gauge of the 
spiritual condition of the nation. When 
the hearts of the people were right with 
God they maintained the Temple and 
its service. When they turned away 
from the Lord, the house of the Lord 
was neglected and allowed to fall into 
ruin. ‘ 
In such days as we have described in 
-the Approach to the Lesson, it is not 
surprising that young King Joash found 
the Temple in a sorry condition. But 
under the influence of the good priest, 
Jehoiada, he was stirred with desire’ to 
repair the sanctuary, and to revive its 
services. To do so, of course, it was 
necessary to collect money, and our les- 
son is the story of two attempts to es- 
tablish a “building fund.” 

One of these attempts was unsuccess- 
ful, and the other successful. The un- 
successful one was of the nature of 
what we might call “an every-member 
canvass.” The king appointed the priests 
and Levites to be the canvassers. . They 
were to go throughout the land and 
into all the cities and collect. The diffi- 
culty, however, was that the canvassers 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. (3) May t.—Jehoshaphat’s Right- 
eous Leadership ...2 Chronicles 17 to 20 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. (5) May 15.—Uzziah’s Strength and 
Failure .......... 2 Chronicles 25 and 26 








were not too keen on their task. So 
we read, “The Levites hastened it not.” 
I am not sure that it was simply a mat- 
ter of hesitancy to ask for money. I 
rather think that the Levites were not 
yet revived, and had little interest in 
the entire project. We shall have to 
admit that ministers have not always 
been first in promoting revival. They 
have even at times tried to hinder it. 
The young king, however, refused to 
be discouraged. He tried another plan 
which would not be so dependent on the 
Levites. He had an offering box built, 
apparently a good-sized one, and placed 
it at the gate of the Temple. Then he 
made a proclamation throughout the 
whole land, calling on the people to 
bring in their offerings for the house 
of the Lord. The response was instan- 
taneous. The people, tired of the cor- 
ruption of their last two rulers, and 
hungering after God, brought in their 
offerings so abundantly that two men, 
one representing the king, and the other 
representing the High priest, were put 
in charge of emptying the chest daily. 
Soon the Temple was a scene of ac- 
tivity. Masons and carpenters and metal 
workers were working without letup, for 
there was no shortage of money to pay 
them, and in due course the Temple was 
repaired to its former glory, and suffi- 
cient was left in the building fund to 
equip it with all necessary vessels for 
the ministry. So the work of the Lord 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is our revised list of kings 
whose later years were marred by 

spiritual eclipse? 

2. Who was Judah’s only reigning 
queen? ; 

3. For how many massacres was Atha- 
liah responsible? 

4. How did Joash escape death when 
the rest of the family were slain? 

5. How long was Joash hidden in the 
Temple? . 

6. Who influenced the early years of 
Joash? 

7. What good purpose did Joash form 
when he was still young? 

8. Who hindered the ,advance of the 
king’s godly project? = 

9. What method of finance proved suc- 
cessful for the repair of the Temple? 

10. How did Joash act after the death 
of Jehoiada? 

(Answers on page 332) 
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was revived in.the days of Joash and 
Jehoiada. 

What ministers were unwilling to un- 
dertake, the people did with joy of heart. 
Back of all this national revival there 
was the godly influence of one good 
man. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. A brilliant beginning (2 Chron. 24: 
1-14) 

2. A dismal downfall (vs. 15-22) 

3. A tragic termination (vs. 23-25) 

Topics for Development 

Will It Last? One could wish that the 
story ended where our lesson portion 
ends, but national revival did not mean 
that the nation was entijrely purged. 
There were those who outwardly con- 
formed with the revival movement, but 
as soon as the chief influence behind 
it was removed, they were ready to step 
in and by flattery secure their wicked 
ends. 

After the death of Jehoiada the king 
proved himself a weakling and yielded 
to the pressure of those who preferred 
groves and idols to the love of the true 
God. Thus we add one more to the list 
of kings of Judah who began well but 
in their latter years departed from the 
ways of the Lord. 

Thank God we have a-.great High 
Priest who never dies, and is able to 
save us to the uttermost, because He 


ever lives to make intercession for us | 


(see Heb. 7:25). 

How Do You Treat God’s Ministers? 
Asa put Hanani in jail (2 Chron. 16:7- 
10). Jehoshaphat ignored Jehu’s rebuke 
(2 Chron. 19:1-3 and 20:35-37). Joash 
slew Zechariah, although he was the 
son of his great benefactor, Jehoiada (2 
Chron. 24: 20-22). 

In contrast, David accepted the rebuke 
of Nathan, and gave us the great Fifty- 
first Psalm (2 Sam. 12:1-14). How do 
you respond to the Lord’s rebukes? 
Practical Applications 

“Evil communications corrupt good 
manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). Watch the 
company you keep. 

Early influence puts a deep stamp on 
the life. Be careful how you influence 
young people. 

When God’s ministers will not hasten 
the work of the Lord (v. 5), the church 
is in a sorry state, 

The Joash chest has not been improved 
on as a system of financing the Lord’s 
work. 

Do not listen to the bewitching voice 
of the flesh (v. 17), but turn to your 
Priest who lives on high, and “walk in 
the .Spirit” (Gal. 5:16). 

Golden Text 

2 Chron. 29:31.—“Bring sacrifices and 
thank-offerings into the house of the 
Lord.” Read this verse from the begin- 
ning. God asks offerings only of those 
who have first given their own selves to 
Him (2 Cor. 8:5). 
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Lesson for May 8 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
“More Love to :Thee, O Christ” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, receive our thanks 
and praise for Thy faithfulness and 
bounty in caring for all our needs. Give 
us of Thy loving concern for others and 
guide us to do what we should to serve 
the necessities of loved ones and neigh- 
bors. Open our eyes to see the good 
we can do, and inspire us to do it gladly 
as unto Thee. Meet the needs of Thy 
cause in all lands. Use the teaching 
and testimony of Thy servants to set 
many seeking Christ. Cleanse Thy 
Church and empower her for her work 
in this day. Restrain the hosts of evil 
and guard the nations from the perils 
that threaten our time. Deal kindly 
with all troubled ones, with the sick, 
the destitute, and the aged. Cheer them 
with Thy delivering mercies. Bless Thy 
Word to all of us now. Forgive our 
sins and increase our love to Thee, for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—Paul tells us “God 
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7), 
and He must have found delight in the 
givers of whom our lesson tells uS to- 
day. They gave both cheerfully and 
generously for the repair of God’s house. 
We read “all the people rejoiced” as 
they put their gifts in the collection 
box; and soon there was “money in 
abundance.” So through the cheerful, 
generous giving of God’s people, the 
Temple was put in good repair and made 
worthy of the God who was worshiped 
there. 

A friend of mine who owned a general 
store used to give one tenth of the gross 
revenue of the business for the spread 
of the Gospel. Then he saw the need 





THESE GO TOGETHER— 
Generous GIVING 


was so great that he longed to do more. 
After praying about it, he lifted his 
giving from one tenth to one fifth of 
his revenue. After a year of this he 
joyfully said, “There is, if anything, more 
meal in the barrel and oil in the cruse 
than before.” 











HOW TO FINANCE THE DIVINE PROGRAM! 





€y made 5 chest.-- And-- all the people rejoiced-- 

end cast into the chest.--there was much money-- 

and emptied--it.--Thus they did day by day, and ath- 
€red money in abundance.” C2CHRON. 24:8-11) 

Frwy 
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Don’t be stingy with God. Give chéer- 
fully, generously, and regularly. You 
will find that in the measure you give, 
it shall be given unto you, just as our 
Lord said (Luke 6:38). We cannot outdo 
God in giving. One generous contrib- 
utor to the Lord’s work was asked how 
he could give so much. He said, “As I 
shovel out, the Lord shovels in, and the 
Lord has the bigger shovel.” Try it 
yourself, and you will prove it true. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . . Joash was minded to repair the 
house of the Lord” (2 Chron. 24:4).— 
This young king was a determined per- 
son. He made up his mind to repair 
the house of the Lord and he carried 
out his purpose in spite of difficulties. 

So many persons today seem slow to 
make up their minds to do the neces- 
sary things in the service of the Lord; 
and the cause suffers, as a consequence. 

We are told that Ruth “was stedfastly 
minded to go” with Naomi (Ruth 1:18). 
Certainly she never had occasion to re- 
gret that purpose. 

It must have been a joy to Ezra to 
see the number of people, priests, and 
Levites which were “minded of their 
own freewill” to accompany him to Je- 
rusalem (Ezra 7:13). 

That good man, Barnabas, exhorted 
the believers at Antioch that “with pur- 
pose of heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord” (Acts 11:23). 

Timothy knew that the Apostle Paul 
had a real purpose in life, and that he 
went through thick and thin to fulfill 
it (2 Tim. 3:10, 11). 

“One morning I watched a couple of 
cowpunchers going out to bring in a 
wild steer from his range in the moun- 
tains,” said Arthur Kudner, in the At- 
lantic Monthly. “They took along one 
of those shaggy little gray donkeys—a 
burro. Now a big three-year-old steer 
that’s been running loose in the timber 
is a tough customer to handle. But those 
cowboys had the technique. They got 
a rope on the steer and then tied him 
neck and neck, right up close to the 
burro, 

“When they let go, that burro had a 
bad time. The steer threw him all over 
the place. He banged him against trees, 
rocks, and bushes. But there was one 
great difference between the burro and 
the steer. The burro had an idea. He 
wanted to go home. And no matter 
how often the steer threw him, every 
time the burro got to his feet, he took 
a step nearer the corral. This went 
on and on. After about a week the 
burro showed up at ranch headquarters. 
He had with him the tamest and sorriest 
looking steer you ever saw.” 

That burro, lacking much in size and 
weight, put all he had in one direction 
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and kept on doing it. So with Chris- 
tians, it is not so much your size as 
your constant, determined direction that 
counts, 


“... bring in te the Lord the collec- 
tion .. .” (2 Chron. 24:9).—The sons 
of Athaliah, that wicked wonian, had 
broken up (devastated) the house of 
God; and also all the dedicated things 
of the house of the Lord did they be- 
stow upon Baalim (v. 7). The godly 
priest, Jehoiada, who had been such an 
excellent tutor and influence to young 
Joash, was now well over a hundred 
years of age. He seems to have grown 
discouraged and was apparently unable 
to get the priests to carry out the ardu- 
ous task of repairing the Temple. So 
Joash took the initiative out of the hands 
of the priests and diligently set about 
getting the work done. 

He had a chest made, with a hole in 
its lid, and had it placed on the right 
side of the altar, “as one cometh into 
the house of the Lord” (2 Kings 12:9). 

Matthew Henry quaintly says: “The 
throwing of money into a chest, through 
a hole in the lid of it, was a way that 
had not been used before, and perhaps 
the very novelty of the thing made it 
a successful expedient for the raising 
of money; a great deal was thrown in 
and with a great deal of cheerfulness 
they all rejoiced (v. 10). An invention 
to please people’s humor may sometimes 
bring them to their duty. ‘Wisdom 
herein is profitable to direct.’” 

The expression, “concerning the col- 
lection” (1 Cor. 16:1), is just as divinely 
inspired as the expression, “concerning 
your faith” (1 Thess. 3:2). Eternal life 
is the free gift of God and cannot be 
purchased with money (Rom, 6:23); but 
all who are possessors of eternal : life 
are responsible and privileged to main- 
tain and expand the work of the Lord 
in the world. 

“It is the responsibility. of every be- 
liever to see that the service of God is 
maintained with dignity and sufficiency. 
Those who do not take part in this are 
lacking in duty, and doing dishonor to 
God. That many expect a pleasant 
building to be maintained for their com- 
fort in worship, with heating and light- 
ing and suitable ministry all arranged, 
without contributing to the expense in 
due measure, is a disgrace and a slur 
on their honor. Let us add up our gifts 
to the service of God for last year, and 
see if they amounted to our fair share” 
(Geo. Goodman). 

Let us not be like the niggardly 
brother who boastfully exclaimed, “I 
have been associated with this group 
of Christians for over a year, and all 
it has cost me is five dollars!” 

“ _. Thus they did day by day, and 
gathered money in abundance” (2 Chron. 
24:11).—The response of the people of 
God was immediate and generous, and 
soon sufficient money was received, and 
the work faithfully taken in hand. The 
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psalmist said, “Thy people shall be will- 
ing in the day of thy power” (Psa. 110: 
3). Where there is real evidence of 
God’s power in a service, there gener- 
ally is sufficient money and volunteer 
workers to carry it on; but where the 
power has departed, and:the work is 
simply running‘on momentum, the re- 
sponse to appeals is not “hilarious.” 

It has been said that “many littles 
make a muckle’—and the illustration 
used is the honeybee. A single bee does 
not collect more than one teaspoonful of 
honey in a season. Yet in a single hive 
there is often as much as eighty pounds 
of that sweet delicacy. So let us not 
refuse to give for the work of the Lord 
because we cannot give large sums. The 
teaching of the bee is that everyone 
should give. The many littles of God’s 
poor ones will be more than enough to 
please Him. But don’t forget that the 
bee gives its very life to do that little! 

“_. . bring sacrifices and thank-offer- 
ings into the house of the Lord .. .” 
(2 Chron. 29:31).—The Lord Jesus gave 
the supreme sacrifice. He gave Himself 
for our sins and rose for our justifica- 
tion. All who own Him as Lord are ex- 
horted to “do good and . . . communicate 
[be liberal] . . . for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased” (Heb. 13:16). Fol- 
low the splendid example of David who 
after giving most liberally asked, “Who 
am I, and what is my people, that we 
should be able to offer so willingly after 
this sort? for all things come of thee, 
and of thine own have we given thee” 
(1 Chron, 29:14). 

Wawona, CaLir, 


ee 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows; “Uneasy lies the head 

that wears a crown,” Shakespeare 
makes Henry IV say, and that was strik, 
ingly true in the experiences of these 
kings of Judah whom we study in the 
ten lessons running through April, May, 
and June—all included in 2 Chronicles, 
chapters 10 to 35. 

Today we have Joash, the youngest of 
all in ascending the throne of Judah, 
being only seven years old. The story 
of Joash is as thrilling and as fascinating 
as any Arabian Nights tale you ever read, 
It is full of intrigue, treachery, tragic 
mistakes, and folly; there are also some 
noble and inspiring actions in it—and 
in it all a divine lesson for you and me. 
Indeed, there is no doubt but God has 
permitted the history of His Chosen 
People and His dealings with them to 
be preserved for our instruction and 
profit. 

Joash was an infant when his father, 
Ahaziah the king, was slain. Ahaziah’s 
mother, Athaliah (Joash’s grandmother), 
a wicked woman, desired to ascend the 
throne, and in order to clear the way 
she had all of Ahaziah’s children put to 
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death—at least she thought she had slain 
them all; but she little knew that she 
was working against the will of God. 
In the confusion little Joash’s aunt Je- 
hoshabeath slipped him away and hid 
him in the Temple, where he was placed 
in the charge of a nurse, and they man- 
aged to keep him secreted there for six 
years. 

Wicked old Athaliah, meantime feel- 
ing secure, proceeded to set up idol 
worship throughout the kingdom. She 
was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, 
the heathen woman whom Jehoshaphat 


‘the former king of Judah (subject of 


our lesson last week) permitted his son, 
Jehoram to marry, which was a sinful 
mistake and bore its fruit of bitterness 
and final defeat to Joash. 

When Joash was seven years old, 
things began to happen. Jehoiada, the 
priest, and the husband of Joash’s Aunt 
Jehoshabeath, secretly called together 
from different parts of the kingdom the 
priests and the Levites and some of the 
captains of the army whom he could 
trust, and arranged a convocation in the 
Temple. Placing guards and soldiers at 
various points of vantage, he brought 
out the boy Joash, the prince royal and 
legal heir to the throne, stood him be- 
fore the assembly, placed the crown 
upon his head and the testimony in his 
hand, and proclaimed him the king of 
Judah! The people shouted, “God save 
the king.” The noise and the shouting 
reached the ears of wicked old Athaliah 
in the palace, and she came raging forth, 
Arriving at the Temple entrance and 
learning what had taken place, seeing 
the young king in his crown and royal 
robes, .surrounded by priests and sol- 
diers, with singers singing and trum- 
peters trumpeting and the people rejoic- 
ing, she was astounded and enraged; and 
she tore her clothes and shouted, “Trea- 
son, Treason.” But Jehoiada was ready, 
for he had doubtless anticipated what 
she would do, and he called out to the 
captains of the host, saying, “Have her 
forth.” (“Get her out of here.”) “Slay 
her not in the house of the Lord.” So 
they chased the old lady from the Tem- 
ple door back to the palace, and when 
they reached the horse gate they slew 
her there. That was the end of Jeze- 
bel’s daughter, who died very much like 
her wicked mother, for Jezebel was 
tossed out of a window into the streets 
of Jezreel and the dogs devoured her 
(2 Kings 9:30-36). 

Then they conducted the boy, Joash, 
to the palace and set him upon the 
throne, and all Judah rejoiced. 

But the story does not end good. As 
long as Jehoiada the priest lived and 
Joash was guided by his counsel, he 
made a good ruler; he repaired the Tem- 
ple, restored the worship of God, tore 
down the temple of Baal and broke his 
altars and images in pieces, and slew 
Mattan the priest of Baal before the 
altars. But Jehoiada died, and the 
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Lesson for May 8 


princes of Judah came to Joash and per- 
suaded him to “back up” and change 
the program, to the end that God’s laws 
were forgotten and idolatry resumed. 
Then stood up Zechariah the son of 
Jehoiada, in his father’s place, and re- 
buked Joash to his face, saying, “Be- 
cause ye have forsaken the Lord, he 
hath also forsaken you.” Joash ordered 
him stoned to death. It was the begin- 
ning of the end for Joash, for “it came 
to pass at the end of the year, that the 
host of Syria came up against him: and 
they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and 
destroyed all the princes of the people 

. ., and sent all the spoil of them 
unto the king of Damascus. For the 
army of the Syrians came with a small 
company of men, and the Lord deliv- 
ered a very great host into their hand, 
because they had forsaken the Lord God 
of their fathers. So they . executed 
judgment against Joash. And when they 
were departed from him, (for they left 
him in great diseases,) his own servants 
conspired against him for the blood of 
the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and 
slew him on his bed, and he died: and 
they buried him ..., but they buried 
him not in the sepulchres af the kings” 
(2 Chron, 24: 23-25). 

Fellows, the saddest kind of rat is 
the fellow who enlists the service of 
the Lord and permits the lures of the 
world to ensnare him into the service 
of the Devil. “And Jesus said ... No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 9:62). “And the last 
state of that man is worse than the first” 
(Matt. 12:45). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
JEHORAM, JEHOIADA, AND JOASH 


HAT great mistake did good King 

Jehoshaphat make? (He made 
friends with ‘Ahab, the wicked king of 
the ten tribes.) Correct, Because of this 
friendship, Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram 
married Ahab’s daughter Athaliah, and 
her influence was always evil. 

Jehoram reigned only eight years, but 
in that time he and Athaliah did much 
wickedness. Jehoshaphat had made Je- 
horam king because he was his eldest 
son, but his younger brothers were bet- 
ter men and more thought of than he. 
Soon: after his father’s death, Jehoram 
had every one of his brothers murdered 
to make sure none of them would get 
the kingdom away from him. Athaliah 
was a Baal worshiper, as her mother 
Jezebel had been in the northern king- 
dom, so Jehoram brought idolatry back 
into Israel to please her. The Lord let 
five different enemies come to fight 


against Judah during his short reign. 
Do you remember Asa’s great victory 
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over the Ethiopians when he trusted 
in the Lord? They came again to fight 
against Judah, but Jehoram could not 
ask the Lord’s help, for he was on the 
Devil’s side. The Ethiopians overran 
the country, carried off the king’s jewels, 
and everything valuable that they could 
lay hands on, including all Jehoram’s 
sons excepting the youngest. 

Because of his sins, the Lord smote 
Jehoram with an incurable disease, so 
the last two years of his life he was 
slowly dying and no doubt mourning 
the loss of his sons. Read 2 Chronicles 
21:20 to see his sad end. No one mourned 
when he died, and they would not even 
bury him with the kings of Judah. What 
sorrow sin brings! 

Jehoram’s son Ahaziah reigned only 
one year. Read 2 Chronicles 22:2-4. 
Athaliah had influenced her husband 
for evil, now she advises her son to do 
wickedly. By following her bad advice 
he was led to his destruction. He was 
killed while in the northern kingdom 
visiting Ahab’s wicked son. 

As soon as Athaliah heard that her 
son was dead, she ordered every one 
of the royal family of Judah killed, so 
that she could reign without fear of a 
rival. But God had said that one of 
David’s descendants would reign as long 
as there was a king jn Judah, so in her 
mass murders she missed Ahaziah’s 
youngest son, 

One of Ahaziah’s sisters was married 
to the high priest, Jehoiada. She hid 
this year-old baby and his nurse in a 
bedchamber and was finally able to get 
them secretly out of the palace to her 
home in the Temple courtyard. For six 
years he was kept there unknown to 
Athaliah and the people. When he was 
seven years old, Jehoiada felt that the 
time had come for him to be crowned, 
which would end Athaliah’s wicked 
reign. 

I think the coronation of Joash was 
unique in the history of the world. His 
wise old uncle had everything arranged 
in the best possible way. Jehoiada was 
truly a man of God, and no doubt sought 
wisdom from Him. He got the secret 
co-operation of the army captains, who 
sent word tp all the Levites. Those who 
served in the Temple served one month 
at a time. Jehoiada arranged that the 
coronation should take place on the Sab- 
bath day, at a time when one group 
of Levites was leaving, and the next 
group was coming in. In this way the 
large number of people gathering at 
the Temple was not noticed by the 
wicked queen. He divided those who 
came into three groups to guard the 
Temple, the king’s house, and the gate. 
At the appointed moment he brought 
the seven-year-old king into the Temple, 
where he was crowned, anointed, and 
given a copy of the Law of Moses. Then 
the trumpeters sounded and the people 
shouted, “God save the king.” - Wicked 
Athaliah came to see what was going 
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on. She was taken outside the Temple 
area and put to death. No one raised 
a hand to save her because of her great 
wickedness and cruelty. 

During the years of Joash’s minority, 
his godly Uncle Jehoiada acted as regent, 
He made a covenant between the boy 
king and all the people that they should 
serve the Lord. Then the people 
smashed the image of Baal, breaking 
down his altar and temple, and the wor- 
ship of the Lord was re-established. 
When Joash was old enough to reign 
for himself he continued leading the 
people in the way of the Lord as long 
as Jehoiada lived, 

Read 2 Chronicles 24:4. The Temple 
was in bad need of repairs. The sons 
of Athaliah had damaged it and had 
taken away the precious things that had 
been consecrated to. the Lord to the 
temple of their idol Baal. Where could 
they get the money to make the needed 
repairs? Joash remembered a law re- 
corded in Exodus 30:11-16. Let us read 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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this. Every man twenty years old or 
over was to give half a shekel for the 
support of the Lord’s work. Now read 
2 Chronicles 24:8-14. Here was a chest, 
not a little collection box, set at the 
gate of the Temple. Did you notice that 
the people rejoiced to bring in the of- 
ferings? They did not say, “Oh, dear, 
another demand on my pocketbook!” 
No, they gave joyfully to the Lord, They 
gave so much that there was more than 
enough for all the repairs needed. 

Soon after this, good old Jehoiada died 
and his body was buried among the 
kings of Judah because of all he had 
done for the house of David. Joash 
turned away from the Lord after this 
so that his life ended sadly, and he 
was not buried among the kings! But 
if we cannot admire Joash very much, 
we should remember this good thing of 
him, that he raised the money for the 
Lord’s work in the Lord’s way. The 
Scriptural way of supporting the Lord’s 
work is for every Christian to give regu- 
larly as the Lord has prospered him. 
Certainly no Christian should give less 
than one tenth of his earnings to the 
Lord, and many can give more. If 
every Christian would set aside a tenth 
of all he receives for the Lord’s work 
‘according to 1 Corinthians 16:1, the 
Lord’s servants would not be in the 
humiliating position of asking for money, 
The Lord does not want money from un- 
believers, and I fear that many schemes 
to raise money are not pleasing to Him. 
Some of you will soon be picking straw- 
berries to earn money. If you give one- 
tenth of all you make this summer to 
the Lord, you will receive an_ eternal 
reward as well as having the satisfaction 
that you are helping to finance God’s 
work in God’s way. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Temple Treasure Chest 
(2 Chron, 24:4, 8-11, 13) 


HE wicked queen grandmother 

thought the kingdom was hers now! 
Every last prince who might become 
king was killed! Or so she thought. 
But an auntie had saved one baby from 
the wicked queen. She hid him and his 
nurse in a bedroom. Then she smuggled 
the baby over to her house. As she was 
married to the high priest, she lived 
in or close to the great Temple building. 
There in the Lord’s house the baby Joash 
grew up. 

When Joash was seven, the good old 
high priest told some of the leaders of 
the nation who the little prince really 
was, Plans were made. On a certain 
Sabbath Day when the people would be 
at the Temple, the little prince, sur- 
rounded by a strong guard of soldiers 
and Levites, was brought out and in- 
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troduced to the people. The golden 
crown was placed on his head, a copy 
of the Book of the Law was put in his 
hands, and the holy oil poured on his 
head. People clapped and_ shouted, 
“Long live the king!’ The shouts could 
be heard in the palace, and the wicked 
queen rushed over to see what was go- 
ing on. “Treason! treason!” she cried, 
when she saw the young king. But she 
was led out of the Lord’s house and 
killed. In the Temple the king, the 
priest, and the people made a solemn 
promise to be the Lord’s people. Then 
they went to the temple of Baal, which 
the wicked queen had built for worship, 
and pulled it down and killed the idol 
priest, 

With the good old priest’s help, the 
little Joash grew up to be a good king. 
He wanted to fix up the Lord’s house. 
It had been spoiled by the sons of the 
wicked queen, and its nice things taken 
over to Baal’s temple. But how to get 
the money? A chest with a hole in the 
top was put outside the gate of the 
Lord’s house. When the chest was full, 
it was emptied and filled up again. Then 
the money was used to hire carpenters 
and masons, and to buy lumber and 


stone, until the building was all fixed. 


up again. New things were bought for 
it, and the sacrifices and services were 
again carried on all the time the good 
old priest lived. 

But after the good old priest died, 
King Joash listened to the nobles who 
wanted to worship idols, and he let 
them! God sent prophets to warn the 
king and the people. One day a grand- 
son of the good old’priest spoke God’s 
message: “Why do you break the com- 
mandments of the Lord? You will not 
succeed. You have left the. Lord. So 
He has left you.” King Joash gave the 
command, and the people stoned him to 
death right there in the yard of the 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 328) 

1. Solomon, Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Jo- 
ash. 

2. Athaliah. 

3. She probably instigated the mas- 
sacre of her husband’s brothers (2 Chron. 
21:4-6), and was definitely responsible 
for the massacre of her grandchildren 
(22:10). 

4. His aunt, Jehoshabeath, stole him 
and hid him in the Temple (vs. 11, 12). 

5. Six years. 

6. Jehoiada the priest (24:2). 

7. To repair the Temple (v. 4). 

8. The Levites (v. 5). 

9. The chest into which the people 
put their offerings. 

10. He listened to the godless princes 
and departed from the Lord (vs. 17, 18). 

ELMHuuvrRsT, ILL. 
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Temple! Within a year Joash’s big army 
had been beaten by a small enemy one. 
The treasures in the Temple and the 
palace were given to buy the enemy off 
from destroying Jerusalem. And the 
king was terribly sick or wounded. Then 
his own servants murdered him in his 
bed, 

I tell you this sad story of the young 
prince with the good start because it 
shows what happens when people get 
away from God. Some boys and girls 
stop going to church when they get 
your age. Does it make any difference? 
God’s prophet warned King Asa: “The 
Lord is with you, while ye be with him; 
... but if ye forsake him, he will for- 
sake you” (2 Chron, 15:2). Rehoboam, 
Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Joash found it 
was true. You will find it true, too. 
So come, and “bring . . , thank-offer- 
ings into the house of the Lord” (2 
Chron. 29:31, Memory Verse). 

Mite boxes to imitate Joash’s chest 
may be cut from a pattern, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Parable of Giving.—Bring sacrifices 

and thank-offerings into the house of 
the Lord (2 Chron. 29:31, Golden Text). 
Now it came to pass on a day at noon 
that the editor was a guest of a certain 
rich man. And the lunch was enjoyed 
at a popular restaurant. And the waiters 
were very efficient. And the food was 
good. Now when the end of the meal 
was at hand, the waiter brought unto the 
host the check. And the host exam- 
ined it, frowned a bit, but made no 
comment. But as we rose to depart, I 
observed that he laid some coins under 
the edge of his plate. Howbeit, I know 
not what denomination the coins were. 
But the waiter who stood near by smiied 
happily, which, being interpreted, means 
that the tip was satisfactory. Now with 
such customs we are all familiar. And 
this Parable entereth not into the merits 
or demerits of tipping. But as I medi- 
tated on the coins that become tips 
throughout our nation, I began to think 
of tips and tithes. For the proverbial 
tip should be at least a tithe, lest the 
waiter or waitress turn against you: And 
as I continued to think of these things, 
it came to me that few people who go 
to church treat their God as well as they 
honor their waiter. For they give unto 
the waiter a tithe, but unto God they 
give whatsoever they think will get them 
by. Verily, doth man fear the waiter 
more than he feareth God? And doth 
he love God less than he loveth the 
waiter? Truly, truly, a man and his 
money are past understanding.—From 














Lesson for May 8 


Gideon News. 
Andes, N. Y. 


How the Church Was Repaired.-—And 
it came to pass after this, that Joash 
was minded to repair the house of the 
Lord (2 Chron. 24:4). The godly min- 
ister of a little country church tells this: 
“Our little church was badly in need 
of repairs; and the members, few in 
number, just seemed not to care. My 
people were poor, and I somehow lost 
heart myself. One lovely summer morn- 
ing I arose very early and walked around 
the grounds. Our little church, set in 
beautiful surroundings, yet so shabby, 
made my heart sad. A man stopped at 
my gate, and courteously asked for a 
drink of water. He looked so weary 
that I invited him in to share my break- 
fast. After we had eaten, he told me 
his story. He had been a first-class 
carpenter, but, through drink, had fallen 
low. In my heart, however, I knew 
that God Had sent that poor man to us. 
In gratitude for my poor kindness, he 
asked to be allowed to repair our church. 
He made a beautiful place out of it, and 
he’s with ds to stay—a new man, now, 
in Christ. Tourists stop now to admire 
God’s house made beautiful by a re- 
deemed drunkard.”—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


God Sees.—And at the king’s com- 
mandment they made a chest, and set 
it without at the gate of the house of 
the Lord (2 Chron, 24:8). And God was 
to be the judge. Several years ago Dr. 
John Broadus, when his ushers were 
about to take the offering, left his pul- 
pit and walked down to where one usher 
was beginning his collettion and went 
along with him and looked at every 
penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and dollar 
that went into the basket. You may 
well imagine that some of the people 
were angry. Some were confused. Others 
shamefaced. Others were filled with 
amazement. All were evidently sur- 
prised. When the collection was over, 
Dr. Broadus went back to his pulpit to 
speak from his morning text. He said: 
“My people, if you take it to heart that 
I have seen your offerings this day and 
know just what sacrifices you have made, 
and what sacrifices you have not made, 
remember that the Son of God, your 
Saviour, goes about the aisles with every 
usher and sees with His sleepless eye 
every cent put into the collection by His 
people.”"—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


Self-Denying Poverty—And all the 
people rejoiced, and brought in (2 Chron. 
24:10). The roof of the church at Poko, 
in Central Africa, leaked, and the folk 
could not again thatch it with dried 
grass because so much land had been 
brought under cultivation that there was 
no grass they could collect. So a mem- 
ber of the Women’s Meeting suggested 
that they should have a Blessing Box 


Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
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and give what they could each week 
toward getting permanent roofing. This 
they did, and by Christmas Day they 
had 1,061 francs to present at the after- 
noon service, at which many. people who 
had come in for a conference were pres- 
ent. These, impressed, hastened out of 
the meeting to their sleeping quarters 
and brought back all their savings, 
which they had brought to spend at the 
one “store” in Poko. Others retrieved 
their “capital” from a knot in the corner 
of their wraps. All produced something. 
The collection took up half an hour, and 
there was great joy in all hearts. Such 
self-denying giving, out of such poverty, 
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Bible Temperance 
Flannelgraph 


5 full lessons, 15 scenes 
in vivid a over 50 fig- 








Childres 1 love these 
brilliant picture lessons 
featuring Daniel, Rechabites, David, etc. 

Order today. Price complete only $1.25. 
Full catalog free on request 


NATIONAL W.C.T.U. evanerse iu. 


TEMPERANCE 





DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wit 
children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 


The Christian Parent Box SS Highland, Ill. 













De you have friends 
and Joved ones attending 
modernistic churches? Give them 
tracts designed both to answer the problem, 

and lead them to Christ. 
SEND 25¢c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND- BOX 888 AKRON 9, OHIO 
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Learn more about a remark 


be a benefactor of mankind, 


age. For details, write today 





——_ SEND FOR THIS 


which tells how you may obtain 
a guaranteed lifetime income 
through sharing in a great Christian work 


ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 


Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 


BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


TLE BOOK 


able Retirement Plan (operat- 


by helping a great Christian 
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College life 


on 


Presbyterian co-educational college. 


Belhaven’s philosophy: 
eign; all truth is ONE; man’s search for that truth brings all 
branches of k Ig 
apart: the Bible is the final repository of truth about the 
. Nature of God and the destiny of man. 
special college with a special purpose — with emphasis 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE, Jackson, Miss. 


at its balanced best- 















God is the only Absolute Sover- 
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gether rather than farther 


closer 





Belhaven is a 
High Quality Education. 
McFerran Crowe, President 
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ALASKAN MISSIONS 
BEGAN IN 1877 





Protestant mission work from the 
| United States was undertaken: in 
Alaska in 1877 under leadership of 
| Dr. Sheldon Jackson, ably assisted 
by Mrs. Amanda McFarland. The 
Presbyterian Church pioneered in 
Alaska, but soon found the Territory 
so vast and the need so great that 
other denominations were urged to 
assist. Missionary efforts during 
the past 77 years have been very 
successful, and today there is a Prot- 
estant church, or mission, in every 
town or city of more than 100 people 
in the Territory. 


The Sunday School Times has for 
a great many years taken a group 
of travelers, often full shiploads of 
interested people, to Alaska. At 
Sitka, the former capital city of Old 
Alaska when Russia had control, is 
the seat of the well-known Sheldon 
Jackson church and school where 
natives come in from all parts of 
Alaska for training. Totrists will 
have opportunity to visit these prem- 
ises. he Sunday School Times 
trips have been known as “Christian 
Fellowship Cruises” and have been 
delightful and inspirational in their 
friendly fellowship. The trips have 
always included national parks and 
other attractions, making them ideal 
vacations. 


Alaskan cruises are wonderful in 
summer. Just imagine the relax- 
ation and peace of a sea voyage 
through majestic mountain canyons, 
on placid waters of the dramatic In- 
side Passage. You rest completely 
from cares and stress, as you lounge 
in a deck chair, watching the glori- 
ous scenery on both sides of your 
ship. Mountain peaks, wooded 
islands, waterfalls, and lovely fiords 
pass in review. Quaint villages, fish- 
ing boats, porpoises, even whales are 
close enough to photograph. No 
wonder the Christian Fellowship 
Cruises for over 15 years have been 
so popular, and so completely satis- 
fying to those fortunate enough to go. 


If you are interested for this sum- 
mer, or for some future year, you will 
enjoy reading the “Alaska” folder 
published for the 1955 cruise. _It’s 
free, and you are invited to send for 
iit. Please address The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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" should make many Christians pause and 


consider the Lord who loved them and 
gave Himself for them.—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


The Law of the Garden—and Life.— 
In abundance (2 Chron. 24:11). To a 
friend who protested against receiving 
a large quantity of flowers, the owner 
of the garden replied, “I shall not rob 
myself, for it is the constant cutting 
of the flowers that makes them grow so 
luxuriously.” The more we give away, 
the more we have to give—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


What Are You Building?—And hired 
masons and carpenters to repair the 
house of the Lord (2 Chron. 24:12). 

“What are you doing, friend?” I asked of 


e; 
neato while spreading on the mortar 
thick, 
Eyed me with a look of mild surprise 
And answered simply, “I am laying 
brick.” 


Another one I watched, and questioned 


im, 
“What is this that you do with tireless 
speed?” 
His skillful hands worked on without a 
pause, 
“I have a wife and little ones to feed.” 
Then to @ third my query still I brought. 
With trowel poised, he slowly raised his 
head, 
A glorious vision shining in his eyes. 
“I'm building a cathedral, sir,” he said. 
—From Helen W. Richardson, in the Sat- 
urday Evening Post. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Hidden Beauty.—So the workmen 
wrought, and the work was perfected 
by them (2 Chron. 24:13). Centuries 
ago, when one of the great cathedrals 
of Europe was just being completed, a 
titled visitor wandered into the church 
and remained for hours watching the 
army of skilled woodcarvers busy at 
their craft. As he neared the central 
altar he was attracted by a sound from 
behind it, and upon investigation he 
came upon an elderly woodcarver. The 
old man was working in the shadows 
by the feeble ray of a candle, yet the 
work he was engaged in was so minute, 
so exquisite in the cameolike perfection 
of its design that the visitor stared in 
astonishment. “But this is so beautiful!” 
he exclaimed, “more beautiful than any- 
thing else in the cathedral. Why are 
you doing it here, hiding it away where 
no one will ever see it?” The old man 
raised his eyes to the visitor. “God sees 
it,” he replied quietly, and then went on 
with his work.—From Sunday Digest. 
Sent by Mrs, C, D. Rhymes, Monticello, 
Miss. 

ws 

Satan may build a hedge about us and 
fence us in and hinder our movements, 
but he cannot roof us in and prevent 
our looking up.—Hudson Taylor’s Choice 


Sayings. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


S WE study today’s lesson, we are 

reminded again of the need of each 
lesson’s being lived out by your chil- 
dren. For, until they live out what has 
been taught, they have not truly learned 
it. Joash’s gathering funds to rebuild 
God’s house will have little or no mean- 
ing to your children, other than being 
an interesting story to which to listen. 
Therefore, this is the Sunday when you 
should have some “Joash chests” on 
hand. You could have one for each 
child, perhaps. He will take his home 
and understand that he is to put some- 
thing in it regularly—something which 
is really a sacrificial gift. He goes with- 
out an ice cream cone, perhaps, so that 
he can put the money in the chest, 

Children, amazingly enough, if prop- 
erly taught, are often more ready to 
make a sacrifice for the Lord than are 
their elders. Doubtless one of your 
church missionaries has a great need 
right now. It may be for a church 
building or a dispehsary. Maybe the 
church family has been praying about 
it. Today, then, you will bring this mat- 
ter before your Primaries. The Lord’s 
work has many needs always. Having 
taught the lesson, then praying earnestly 
for the missionary’s needs to be met, 
you may present the project to your 
children: 

“Dr. and Mrs. Schneider, our mission- 
aries in Alaska, must have a good hos- 
pital. They have been working up there 
for a number of years now doing real 
hospital work in a little tiny room. A 
hospital, you know, is a very important 
part of the work of missionaries. When 
the native people come to be made well, 
the missionary doctor not only helps 
them physically, but he talks to them 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Every sick 
person, before leaving the hospital, hears 
about the salvation that they may re- 
ceive by believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. For many, 
many people it is the first time they have 
ever heard it. So the hospital is really 
very much a part of God’s house—it is 
a great big part of the work of our 
missionaries, 

“But the way that hospital has been 
for the past several years is sad indeed. 
Only a very few people can be cared 
for in that little room. Thus, compara- 
tively few of the people have the oppor- 
tunity to hear about the Son of God 
who loved them and gave Himself for 
them. But you know, we could help 
change all of that. If each of us would 
use our little Joash chests and put our 
money inside, we could use it to help 
with the hospital in Alaska. 

“You would love doing that, I know. 
But we don’t have very much time. So 
we are going to have to work hard. We 
will all bring our chests in each Sunday 
and empty them. Then we'll indicate 














Lesson for May 8 


on this thermometer up here just how 
much money we have given. We have 
a goal of $55.. Do you think we can 
reach the top within the next few weeks? 
We want to have all the money in by 
Children’s Day. Then we can show our 
families that we have really reached 
our goal. And maybe then they, too, 
will want to help with the hospital in 
Alaska! 

“There is one thing you must remem- 
ber, however. The money that goes 
into these chests must be your money. 
You are not to ask Mother or Daddy 
for it. You may make things and sell 
them, if you wish, and bring that money 
in. If you receive an allowance, you 
may want to give some of that—or all 
of it. There are many, many children 
in Alaska who have never had a candy 
bar. They have never had an ice cream 
cone. Are you willing to go without 
some of these things so that the children 
and men and women up there may hear 
about the Lord Jesus Christ? If you 
will do that, God will bless you. You'll 
feel so good all down inside that you'll 
want to keep going without and without 
and without. Aré you willing to make 
a sacrifice for the Lord Jesus? Of course 
you are!” 

You will be thrilled, dear teacher, to 
see the children’s response. (In the 
past four months the Good News Club 
children in eastern Pennsylvania have 
given over $4,000 to foreign missions!) 
Your children want to give. Let them, 
therefore, live out this week’s important 
lesson. 

Among Us Teachers: Not infrequently 
it is this writer’s wish that she could 
sit down and talk personally with you. 
It would be such a help in preparing 
this column if we knew each other and 
if you would say, “What my Primaries 
need is this—” Together, then, we 
could perhaps find a solution to your 
particular need. Today is one of those 
days when I especially wish I could talk 
with you. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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Children at Home 


The Twins’ Valentine Party 


By Esther Miller Payler 


HE twins, Mark and Maryann, looked 

sad. They were watching their sis- 
ter Jill tie a red bow on a big heart- 
shaped box of chocolates. Jill said: 
“Dad’s giving this to Mother for her 
Valentine’s Day gift. And he wrote on 
the card: ‘Love and Valentine’s Day 
greetings from Jill, Mark, Maryann, and 
Dad.’” 

“That is. nice of Dad to include our 
names,” said Mark, “but with our banks 
so empty after Christmas, we can’t have 
even a small part in the family val- 
entine.” 

“It would be nice to do something 





‘said Mark, his 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for Valentine’s Day for each one in the 
family, but what can we do without 
money?” Maryann looked hard at Mark, 


and he frowned back. “We can’t work, 
except for Mom, and we wouldn’t want 
her to be paying for her own valentine.” 

“There must be something we can do,” 
eyes shining. “The 
preacher said last Sunday that God al- 
ways shows us how to solve a problem, 
if we ask Him.” 

Jill wrinkled her forehead and looked 
thoughtful. “I’d like to think of some 
way to get valentines for the whole 
family, but how? I spent what I had 
for valentines for the box at school.” 

Mark started to whistle. Maryann 
covered her ears and wrinkled her but- 
ton nose. Mark suddenly stopped whis- 
tling and snapped his fingers. “I thought 
of something wonderful!” shouted Mark. 

“Tell us! Can we do it, too?” asked 
Maryann and Jill. 

“Sure, but I think I'll do it and sur- 
prise everyone,” teased Mark. 

“Tell us; please,” begged Jill. 

“You always say I shouldn’t keep se- 
crets from my twin,” coaxed Maryann, 
“and I don’t keep secrets from you.” 

“T’ll tell you. I just wanted to tease 
you so as to hear you girls squeal,” 
grinned Mark. “Let’s each of us give 
to each other, and to Mom and Dad, 
something we can do for them. Maybe 
something we know that they don’t like 
to do themselves.” 

Maryann clapped dimpled hands. 

Jill smiled: “That’s good, Mark. I 
could cut out paper hearts for each and 
write their names and a favorite Bible 
verse on one side. Then on the other 
side of the heart I could put my ‘gift 
of love job.’” 

“T’'ll give Mother an order for a porch 
scrubbing,” said Maryann. “And the 
verse could be, ‘Love one another’!” 

“T’ll gather some wood for the fire- 
place for Mother, and a promise to clean 
the flower beds for Dad,” said Mark. 

‘Tll give Mother one supper to be 
cooked when she wants it, and to Dad 
one good shoe polish,” said Jill, 

“Isn’t this fun? What are you going 
to do for me?” asked Mark. 

“Pop some corn and make popcorn 
balls,” said Jill. 

“I could scratch your back for ten 
minutes,” laughed Maryann. 

“Don’t know of anything I'd like bet- 
ter,” laughed Mark. “These presents are 


better than the ones bought with 
money.” 
“Sh-,  sh-,” whispered Maryann. 


“Mother’s coming. She mustn’t hear us 
talking, or she won't be surprised.” 

“Thinking of others and doing kind 
things to make them happy is fun!” ex- 
claimed Jill. 

Mark and Maryann smiled and nod- 
ded. They knew what “love one an- 
other” meant. It was more than a favo- 
rite Bible verse. 


Cuevy CHasE, MD, 
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A Dramatic Old Testament 
Story Vividly Re-told 


Maid of Israel 





by Tolbert R. Ingram 


Accurate descriptions bring to life again 
the larger Bible story of Naaman, intro- 
ducing you to: 

Miriam—whose love affects individuals and 
nations. 

Naaman—valiant captain of Syria’s host, 
but a leper. 

_ Ben-hadad—an avaricious, scheming King 
of Syria. 

Elisha—Jehovah’s rugged, indomitable serv- 
ant. 

Baskan—whose pagan ways are judged by 
a love for Miriam. 

Previewers say this book will capture and 
hold your interest from start ° $3.00 


Broadman Press, Nashville 
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Summer Courses 
at Wheaton 


HEATON COLLEGE, twenty-five 

miles west of Chicago, offers an 
unusually attractive summertime study 
program. Enjoying Hgh accreditation, 
Wheaton College gives a wide range of 
courses appealing to schoolteachers, high 
school graduates, vocational students, 
and graduate students. There are also 
standard courses in music and the arts, 
sciences, and languages. 

With courses adapted to the needs of 
busy ‘people, Wheaton divides its sum- 
mer program into three sessions. Start- 
ing with its annual Inter-session period 
on June 7, condensed courses are given 
for two weeks, each one carrying two 
hours of college credit. Included in this 
busy man’s program are refreshers in 
education; audio-visual aids; recreational 
leadership; great books and _ classics; 
speech composition and delivery; small 
business management; present-day Rus- 
sian history; and music for elementary 
teachers. In the Christian field, busy 
pastors and Christian teachers will find 
such courses as pastoral Epistles, con- 
temporary thought on :inspiration; Old 
Testament vocabulary; Bible study; New 
Testament, and philosophy of Christian 
school discipline. 

Two full semesters of four weeks each 
of regular summer school follow the In- 
ter-session period with courses held on 
three delightful Wheaton campuses. Ses- 
sions on the home campus will be con- 
ducted by a strong faculty of seventy-five 
members. . Recreational leadership and 
counseling courses will be offered on 
Wheaton’s northern campus at Camp 
Honey Rock, in the north woods of Wis- 
consin’s Three Lakes; while its western 
campus is on a twenty-acre tract of land 
in the heart of the Black Hills, S. Dak. 

Music students interested in enjoying 
a delightful music camp study period 
are offered that opportunity by enroll- 
ing in the Wheaton College music camp 
held at Camp Barakel, Fairview, Mich., 
from August 16 to 28. Wheaton’s own 
Conservatory of Music faculty will teach 
the courses. 

Going into its forty-first annual sum- 
mer school sessions, the main campus at 
Wheaton not only offer high academic 
training, but has excellent facilities for 
summertime study. Its campus on the 
hill is flanked by huge shade trees and 
invites outdoor study. The new library, 
containing more than 100,000 volumes, is 
completely air-conditioned for comfort- 
able, quiet, indoor study. A modern 
student union building offers refreshing 
relaxation while the new air-conditioned 
dining hall provides comfortable dining. 
Week-end excursions to near-by Chicago 
are planned with experienced personnel 
introducing students to many of Chica- 
go’s interesting historic ands cultural 
sites. 

Wheaton’s recreational campus at 
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Camp Honey Rock also offers camping 
facilities to students and faculty alike. 
Planned camping periods for young boys 
and girls in their respective age groups 
are regular features of the camp, and are 
held from June 27 through August 20. 


To Counteract K. of C. Advertising 


VANGELICAL Christians across the 

nation have been urging a program 
of evangelical advertising which would 
counteract the error that is being spread 
by the printed advertising of the Knights 
of Columbus. Such a program is now 
being produced by the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals. It includes a series 
of thirty advertisements, evangelistic in 
nature, which dwell on the historic be- 
liefs of Bible-believing Protestants. Each 
ad is to conclude with a suggestion that 
the readers send for a pamphlet explain- 
ing the truth about the Gospel and about 
the Church as the Body of Christ. 

Leading evangelical pastors through- 
out the nation have been asked to 
submit copy and suggestions for an effec- 
tive advertising campaign. Their re- 
sponse has helped to form a foundation 
on which the program has been built. 

The series of thirty ads will be made 
available, in mat form, to regional com- 
mittees, churches, and pastoral groups. 
Such groups will be responsible for the 
placing of the ads locally. Each ad in 
the series will be two-column width, 
and approximately nine inches in length. 
All ads will have an attractively de- 
signed heading and a title to stir inter- 
est in controversial religious matters. 
The “pilot ad” is entitled, “Strange Tales 
About Protestants.” 

The cost of producing the series will 
probably be more than $1,500. All ar- 
rangements for the advertising are being 
made through the Washington office of 
the National Association of Evangelicals, 
1405 G Street, N.W., Washington 5, D. C. 


Seattle's New 
Christian Radio Station 


EATTLE’S first full-time Christian 

radio station went on the air Sun- 
day, November 14, at 3 p.m. Radio Sta- 
tion KGDN is a daytime station operat- 
ing at 630 kc., on the campus of King’s 
Garden, an interdenominational center 
of evangelism, located at N. 190th and 
Fremont, Seattle 33. 

KGDN is a 1,000-watt radio station that 
serves the Pacific Northwest area from 
Vancouver, B. C., to below Olympia, 
Wash. The station went on the air on 
a typical rainy day on Sunday afternoon 
with a fine program by the King’s High 
Band and other special musical numbers, 
Various civic leaders were present. The 
speaker was Mr. C, B. Nordland, assist- 
ant to the president of Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago. 
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November 14th was also the fifth birth- 
day of King’s Garden. In. the past five 
years the work at King’s Garden has 
advanced in every direction. King’s 
Garden property consists of 43 acres of 
land, 35 buildings and dwellings of vari- 
ous sizes. They now have 130 full-time 
missionary workers who are engaged in 
the following fields: 

King’s Rest Home is filled to capacity 
with 90 elderly friends. 

King’s Mission Service endeavors to 
be-a mission to the missionaries by pur- 
chasing, packing, printing, and so on, for 
missionaries going to the field, as well 
as those now serving in foreign lands. 

King’s -Press is furthering Christian 
work through the printed page. The 
Gospel is now being printed in more 
than 40 different languages. 

King’s Schools have grown from just 
a handful to 400 children. A number of 
these boys and girls are from broken 
homes. 

King’s Teens High School Clubs are 
combatting juvenile delinquency through 
Christianity, in Washington, Oregon, and 
California. 

KGDN Radio Station, the new minis- 
try at King’s Garden, is designed to 
serve the whole Christian interest in the 
Northwest with a well-rounded Chris- 
tian program. 

we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order’ of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Poems of a Lifetime. By Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill, *$2.50.) If it be true that love of 
beauty, love of nature, and love of God 
are attributes of a good poet, then Dr. 
Smith of the Toronto People’s Church 
surely qualifies. In the first part of this 
sizable volume his rhymic expression 
shares with every appreciative heart an 
intense inner longing “to stand perfect 
and complete.” His pen, like that of 
David, travels all the way from the 
agony of defeat to the tears of resig- 
nation, the smile of trust, and the shout 
of triumph. Along with these are other 
poems that picture nature—her clouds, 
sunsets, roses, evening shadows, and 
morning light—each serving to remind 
one of God and His gracious care. 

Again the earnest pen speaks of Christ 
—His birth and His passion, and one 
poignant bit, dedicated to the Marechale, 
puts to music His. talk with Peter by 
Galilee. The author’s wife looks out 
at the reader as one whose rare love has 
been an unfailing support, while children 
and grandchildren come in for their 
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_ share of consideration. Others outside 
the family circle incite lines of sym- 
pathy and hope, especially in their hours 
of bereavement. 


Titles such as “A Vision of India,” “The 
Call of Spain,” and “The Cry of Bali,” 
witness ‘to the missionary vision of the 
People’s Church and its pastor. And the 
last long poem, an epic in ten parts, pre- 
sents an unforgettable picture of life be- 
hind the Iron Curtain—in the prison 
camp, before the tribunal, and the suc- 
cessful escape to Finland. The book 
closes with a few patriotic compositions. 

, 


From Eternity to Eternity. By Erich 
Sauer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) Though a 
separate, independent work, this volume 
forms a trilogy with the author's already 
widely acclaimed “The Dawn of World 
Redemption” and “The Triumph of the 
Crucified.” Written in three main parts, 
this present work covers in Part I, “God’s 
Plan of Salvation in Christ”; in Part II, 
“The Bible as the Record of God’s Deal- 
ings with Man”; and in Part III, “The 
Coming Kingdom of God: Objections 
Considered.” Mr. Sauer commendably 
insists that we have faith in the “divine 
character and historical trustworthiness 
of the Holy Scriptures, including the 
literality of the ancient histories of the 
Bible, the genuineness of the prophecies 
of Daniel, and the reliability of the Old 
and New Testament prophecies of the 
end times.” Accompanying the book is 
an original chart printed in attractive 
colors. Frequent reference is made 
throughout the text to this interesting 
and helpful, though not intricate, dia- 
gram. The author’s Scriptural stand is 
without apology or equivocation; his 
discernment is keen and comprehensive; 
his rancorless logic is at once devastat- 
ing and constructive. Here is a book 
that will confirm and encourage the faith 
of the premillennialist, and, if read with an 
open mind, will convict and convince the 
* Modernist, the Neo-Orthodox, the post- 
millennialist, and the amillennialist. For, 
whether in its discussion of God’s reve- 
lation, man’s salvation, the Bible’s in- 
spiration and interpretation, Israel’s res- 
toration, or the final consummation, it 
is an excellent example of the union 
of true scholarship with Biblical knowl- 
edge and belief. 


Horse Trails Along the Desert. By San- 
ford C. Yoder. (Herald Press, Scottdale, 
Pa., $2.50.) One who has lived for years 
as a homesteader in the great open 
spaces between the Columbia River and 
the Saddle Mountains, finds it easy to 
reminisce. With rare understanding the 
author, who is also a Mennonite bishop, 
turns backward sights on buckaroos in 
goatskin chaps, hoboes who doubled as 
lawyers or printers, sheepherders in 
everlasting feud with stockmen, Indians 
in bright array, squatters, gamblers, 


swarms of real estate men, and always 
The reader fairly smells the 


the horses. 
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sage and saddle leather, tastes the un- 
quenchable sand, and feels the wind of 
a thousand miles in his face. 

Each of the seventeen chapters is in 
itself an essay, narrative, or meditation, 
but two stand out as of particular in- 
terest. The one which has to do with 
Chief Joseph of the Nez Perces will 
bring shame to the heart of any Amer- 
ican as he learns of the miserable treat- 
ment meted out by our Government 
agents to this noble leader and his peo- 
ple. The other offers a play-by-play 
description of what happened when one 
of the camels imported by Jeff Davis 
was lassoed and brought into a frontier 
town. The resultant “show” as the 
frightened and utterly bewildered ani- 
mal smashed up the place, bubbles with 
laughs in every paragraph. 

The book contains also many little 
touches for the soul and spirit—lessons 
from nature and the people who live 
close to her. 


Boys and Girls of Zuni Town. By 
Marian M. Schoolland. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$1.) Surprisingly enough Zuni Town, 


where live Pedro, Jose, and little sister . 


Lolita, is in New Mexico of our own 
country. Here also are the Mudheads, 
or masked men, who dance in honor of 
the Sea Serpent from the Sacred Moun- 
tain. And Pedro’s father has decided 
that his son must now take part in this 
dance. “You will have to choose,” sighed 
the mission teacher. And Pedro did 
choose. Though father, uncles; and 
grandfather stormed and ridiculed, God 
helped him to stand true. Even Lolita’s 
death did not discourage him. And, be- 
cause of his testimony, first Jose and 
then Mother also became brave enough 
to take their stand for the Lord. So at 
last the mission had its long-awaited 
first fruits. 

A true-to-life account that offers an 
excellent contribution to Sunday school 
libraries, 


Justin Morgan Had a Horse. By Mar- 
guerite Henry. (Rand McNally & Co., 
Chicago 80; $2.95.) The love of a boy 
for a horse, and the animal’s response, 
is the moving motif of this notable story 
laid in Vermont in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century. Justin Morgan, 
old-time schoolmaster, accepted ag pay- 
ment for a debt an unusually small- 
sized colt. But it was his young friend, 
Joel Goss, a bound-out boy, who “gen- 
tled” the colt, and who loved Little Bub 
with an affection that the horse returned. 
In the local log-pulling contests and races, 
the pint-sized stallion always won, and 
he finally, after the old schoolmaster’s 
death, came to be spoken of respectfully 
as “Justin Morgan.” Then the valuable 
little horse was stolen. The War of 1812 
came and went, with Joel Goss in the 
cavalry, and always looking for his Lit- 
tle Bub. Then, in a surprising way, 
he found him, nursed him back to health 
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BOOKS FOR EVERY 


Bible Student 


The Annotated Bible 
by Arno C. Gaebelein 

This set of 9 volumes covers the 
entire Bible. The purpose of each book 
is examined and the main division and 
sub-divisions are outlinued. Spiritual 
and dispensational truths are unfolded 
from Genesis to Revelation. It is the 
work of comparative and progressive 
Bible study. Price—9 vols— $25.00 
Well Known Life Series 

by Dr. Roy Laurin 

Rich Bible study on 6 books of the 
Bible: 

“Where Life Matures”—study in I 

Corinthians. 

“Where Life Begins” — study of 

Romans. 

“Where Life Endures”—study of II 

Corinthians. 

“Where Life Advances”—study of 

Phillipians. 

“Where Life is Established”—study 

of Colossians. 

“Life at its Best”—study of I John 

This entire set of books for only 
Archaeology and Bible History 

by Dr. Joseph P. Free 

The finest book of its kind dealing 
with its subject. Bible history is em- 
ployed as a unifying thread and the 
archaeological discoveries for illumi- 
nating and confirming the successive 
events of Biblical history. $5.00 
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See your book dealer -- or write 


Van Kampen Press 
220 E. Willow Street 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Write for eatelag  Cligeed Milles, 269 Lane Seine: 
‘or ca . ‘or » Si 
Wisconsin Revids, Wisconsin. — 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


* * EARLY C 








LIVERY - - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 














For all who teach the Bible 


BIBLE GAMES 


BIBLE GAMES contains complete directions 
on how to play 20 different Bible games. It 
is sent to you postpaid with a money-back guar- 
antee if you do not agree that it will help you 
teach the Bible to your pupils. Send for your 
copy today! 


Bible Games Press, Box $718, Pittsburgh 29, Pa. 


Gentlemen: Please send me.........<.....00+- copies of 
BIBLE GAMES. I enclose $1.00 for each copy. 
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and beauty, and had the joy of seeing 
President Monroe, mounted on Justin 
Morgan, riding in the victory parade 
while a thousand Vermonters cheered. 
This new edition of the book is superbly 
illustrated in full color. 


Jungle Doctor Goes West. By Paul 
White. (The Paternoster Press, 11 Great 
James St., Bedford Row, London, W.C. 1; 
4/6.) There was a ringing in the doctor’s 
ears and assorted pains coursed through 
his system. Malaria had struck. But Baby 
Yohanna had meningitis and must be 
helped. While bending over the small, 
black body, Dr. White fainted. Then 
strychnine brought him around and the 
baby’s spinal was accomplished, with 
the aftermath of a second blackout. 
Clearly the doctor must go away for 
rest and recuperation. His boy, Spinach 
by name, goes with him—to the big 
game country beyond the lakes. 

Having arrived at Kampala, the doctor 
accepts an invitation for camera hunt- 
ing. This brings multiple adventures in 
which figure cave-mouthed hippos, a 
galloping rhino that trees the whole 
party, and an eighteen-foot python. 
The climax comes with a hundred-mile 
lorry ride, in which, down a long hill, 
the steering wheel leaves its shaft. As 
in all Dr. White’s books, parables_are 
found everywhere to make clear the 
truth of the Gospel. 


Jim Kent and the Air Bandits. By 
H. W. Bailey. (Scripture Press, Chicago 
5; $1.) It was while on a fifteen-mile 
hike that Jim Kent discovered the 
crashed plane. Following the queer 
tracks, he soon came upon the injured 
pilot, Lippy Dougan, a bitter enemy of 
the Alaskan Mission. After rescuing the 
fellow and rigging him a shelter, Jim 
hastened for help. But when he returned, 
Lippy was gone and there were no 
tracks, Back home, the puzzled boy 
was met by a supposed FBI agent, who 
had come to search for a robber’s fur 
cache. And it wasn’t until Jim was in 
a plane with this man that he learned 
he. was riding with a criminal, out to 
doublecross Lippy and his other partner. 
In the end, it was Mountie, the lead 
dog, who saved his life and discovered 
the robber’s hide-out. A fast action story 
with a strong Christian emphasis. 


You Shall Be My Witnesses. By John 
H. Kromminga. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) The author 
subtitles his book “A Challenge to Bash- 
ful Christians,” and he has written just 
such a challenge. Dr, Kromminga, a 
member of the faculty of Calvin Semi- 
nary, wants every Christian to realize 
that he -is called to be a witness to 
Christ. Basing his presentation on the 
Lord’s dealings with Paul, he shows 
that God has been preparing every one 
of us to serve Him, and that even the 
events of our lives before we knew 
Christ are overruled by a sovereign 
Lord, and thus are used by Him as a 
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part of our preparation for the task of 
witnessing. He develops his theme log- 
ically, and his thoroughgoing Calvin- 
istic outlook both colors and strengthens 
his writing. He exalts the sovereignty 
of God, but he is careful to insist on the 
individual Christian’s responsibility to 
accept the ministry that God has planned 
for him. 

The author treats of witnessing in no 
limited sense. He points out that there 
are many ways of testifying for Christ, 
and gives practical suggestions to those 
who have previously excused them- 
selves for not engaging in it. The book 
should awaken many listless Christians, 
and stimulate others who really want 
God’s best for their lives. 
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Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick 


HE summer conferences at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., offer 
a fine opportunity for spiritual and phys- 
ical refreshment, in company with other 
Christians and amid beautiful surround- 
ings. There will be nine Victorious Life 
Conferences again this summer. Meet- 
ings are held, as a rule, in the mornings 
and evenings, leaving the afternoons 
free for tennis, boating, canoeing, swim- 
ming, and other forms of recreation. 
The conferences planned for the com- 
ing summer are as follows: 
« May 27-30—Memorial Day 
June 11-20—Student 
July 1-4—Fourth of July 
July 9-17—Young Adults’ 
July 18-21—Ministers’ 
July 23-31—Second July 
August 6-14—Young People’s 
August .20-28—Second August 
September 2-5—Labor Day 
An illustrated, two-color folder, giv- 
ing the names of the leaders and speak- 
ers, directions for® reaching Keswick, 


“registration and entertainment rates, and 


other helpful information will be sent 
gladly, upon request, by the Victorious 
Life Testimony, Inc., Room 711, Schaff 
Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


The Substitute Fund 

There are numbers of Christian peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who would 
like to attend a conference at America’s 
Keswick, but who cannot afford to. 
Others who have received blessing there 
are often glad to contribute toward the 
Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. 

There are in this country many for- 
eign students, whom the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship would like to in- 
vite to the Student Coiuference, June 
5-13. But most of them cannot pay their 
own expenses. At Keswick the students 
will hear the true Gospel explained and 











April 23, 1955 


they will receive thoroughly sound Bible 
teaching. Christians who have a special 
interest in seeing that foreign students, 
who may come from pagan countries, 
attend the Student Conference, may send 
gifts designated for “Foreign Students” 
to the address given below. 

Gifts for either of these funds should 
be so designated and sent to-the Victo- 
rious Life Testimony, Inc., Room 711, 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Fifth Annual 


Theological Conference 


HEATON College campus will be 

the scene of the Fifth Annual The- 
ological Conference, with its Graduate 
School as host for the event, on April 
28 and 29. The theme for the confer- 
ence will be “Keeping Up With The- 
ology.” 

Visiting speakers will be Dr. T. W. 
Bender, Northern Baptist Seminary, 
Chicago; Dr. G. Douglas Young, North- 
western Schools, Minneapolis; and Dr. 
S. A, Witmer, president, Fort Wayne 
Bible College, Fort Wayne, Ind. Miss 
Arlene Peters, assistant professor of 
Christian education, and Dr. Merrill C. 
Tenney, dean of the Graduate School, 
Wheaton College, will also participate 
in the program. Dr. Frank J. Neuberg, 
associate professor of Old Testament at 
Wheaton, is director of this year’s con- 
ference. 

Thursday’s meetings will feature 
papers on “What Is New?” in Old Testa- 
ment; New Testament; Theology (escha- 
tology), and Christian education. Dr. 
Witmer will give the evening address 
following the banquet in the college din- 
ing hall. 

Graduate school classes will be open 
to guests on Friday with lectures of spe- 
cial interest planned for those classes. 


Summer Institute of Linguistics 


HE Summer Institute of Linguistics 

(or Camp Wycliffe, as it is more 
popularly called) announces that its in- 
tensive linguistics course for evangelical 
missionaries and missionary candidates 
will be offered again this summer on 
four campuses. The courses are to be 
conducted at the University of Okla- 
homa, Norman, Okla., from June 13 to 
August 26; at the University of North 
Dakota, Grand Forks, N. D., and at the 
Briercrest Bible Institute, Caronport, 
Sask., Can., from June 20 to September 
2; and in London, England, July 4 to 
September 16. 

The course presents the techniques 
necessary for the learning of languages 
which have not been reduced to writ- 
ing. - It teaches the methods for forming 
alphabets for such languages, preparing 
primers, dictionaries, grammars, and the 
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like. It also discusses the problem of 
translating written material into such 
languages. The courses deal with the 
general principles basic to all languages, 
rather than teaching any specific lan- 
guages. The principles are illustrated by 
data from all parts of the world, so that 
the qualified graduate is prepared to face 
any language he may meet, whether or 
not there is any literature written in it 
or about it. The course is specifically 
designed for those who are preparing to 
do some special or linguistic task, for 
example, to study and speak languages 
for which written linguistic materials 
are inadequate, or for Bible translation. 

The courses were begun in 1934, and 
during the past twenty-one sessions 
nearly 3,000 students have taken the 
courses, representing nearly forty de- 
nominational and faith mission boards, 
and many of them are now doing field 
work, and finding through practical ex- 
perience the value of the theoretical 
knowledge obtained therein. 

Details of registration and other in- 
formation may be secured by writing to 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics, 
P. O. Box 870, Glendale 5, Calif. 
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Water and the New Birth 
(Continued from second page) 


take in accepting the explanation of 
such Spirit-filled:- men as the Apostles 
John, Peter, Paul, and the Lord’s 
brother James—not one of whom men- 
tions literal water in connection with 
the new birth. 

Surely they knew what the Lord 
meant when He said what He did 
about the new birth. And they had 
no theory to support, and had no 
thought of deceiving anyone. 

For the Apostle John’s divinely in- 
spired word on the subject see John 
1:12, 13; 1 John 5:1; for the Apostle 
Peter’s see 1 Peter 1:23-25; for the 
Apostle Paul’s see 1 Corinthians 4:15; 
and for that of James see James 1:18. 

Your statement, “Baptism is not a 
burial,” simply amazes me. I do not 
know what versions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures you use, but the translations I 
have say, “We are buried with him 
, by baptism, unto death” (Rom. 6:4); 
and, “Buried with him in baptism” 
(Col. 2:12). 

What I say now, I say not in a sar- 
castic spirit, nor in the spirit of de- 
structive criticism, but in love. Have 
you not given me the opportunity of 
humbly turning your question back 
upon yourself, viz., “Why not let the 
Holy Spirit mean what He says when 
He says ‘buried’?” 

Thanking you for taking time out 
of your busy life to write me, and 
feeling confident you will understand 
the spirit in which I am answering, 
I am, with love in Christ, 

Yours in heavenly bonds, 
Tom M. OLson 


1 Cor, 15:58 
we 
The Secret of Fruitfulness 
(Continued from second page) 


vain we attempt to realize the end of 
our existence—fruit-bearing—apart from 


“Him. Dwelling in-Him and He in us 


through prayer, meditation on His Word, 
obedience to His will, the result is cer- 
tain, we shall bear “much fruit.” 

It is not enough to bear fruit in some 
scanty measure: if our Father is to be 
glorified, there must be “much fruit.” 
The more spiritual’ we are, the more 
lovable, the more generous, the more 
patient, cheerful we are when sorely 
tried, the more faithful in our service, 
the larger the revenue of praise we 
bring to our Father in Heaven. The 
formal, worldly, selfish Christian brings 
no glory to God, for he repels rather 
than attracts men to Christ. “One glow- 
ing and eminent Christian life,” said 
Henry Ward Beecher, “is better than a 
whole churchful of tolerable Christians.” 
Let us each try to be that one glowing 
eminent specimen of Christian fruitful- 
ness, for herein our Heavenly Father 
will be glorified. Then we shall experi- 
ence that fullness of joy of which our 
Saviour speaks in His discourse on fruit- 
bearing. Conscious of our Father’s smile 
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and commendatio Rickey! Christ 


possessed, as He lived in e will of 


“His Father, will be ours also, and our 


very joyfulness will bring added glory 
to God. “These things,” said Christ, 
“have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy 
might be full” (John 15:11). 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 8 
Parents Can Be Our Friends 
(Eph. 6:1-4; Prov. 4:1-13; 23:22-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE observance of the second Sunday 

in May as Mother’s Day and Chris- 
tian Home Sunday turns our thoughts 
once more toward the relationship be- 
tween parents and children with a par- 
ticular emphasis upon Christian parents 
and Christian children. “A home.is a 
co-operation.” There must be mutual 
love and understanding and sharing of 
joy and sorrows, work and fun. When 
each individual member in the home 
knows the Lord Jesus Christ as his or 
her personal Saviour, and all the affairs 
of the home are centered around prayer 
and the Word at the family altar, this 
co-operation and mutual understanding 
and love reach their highest realization. 
It should therefore be the greatest con- 
cern of each of us to see that, if the 
family altar is not already established 
in our home, it be begun at once. It 
may not be easy at first to select a time 
that will be convenient for all, and you 
may find some opposition or indiffer- 
ence, but make it a definite matter of 
prayer and trust God to work in the 
hearts of each member so that what- 
ever adjustment or sacrifice may be 
necessary to make a family altar pos- 
sible may be made with faith that God 
will use this time to bless every mem- 


ye 

The Scripture portion chosen from 
Ephesians 6, for this week’s topic, em- 
phasizes two great responsibilities in the 
home. Children have the responsibility 
of obedience and respect toward their 
parents. 

This is not some idea that has been 
invented by parents just to keep control 
of their children. God has ordained it 
so (v. 1). He has designed that the hu- 
man race shall live in families, and that 
the young people in the family shall 
be under the protection and direction 
and instruction of their parents until 
they come to the age of accountability. 
There may be times when the child or 
young person may not agree with the 
parents’ decisions or commands, but that 
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im no way releases such a one from 
cheerful and respectful obedience. Many 
young people have seen later that Mother 
or Father was more often wise in their 
decisions and have been thankful for the 
safeguards that were imposed, distaste- 
ful though they were at the time. 


5 
Parents are'not perfect, and may some- 
times make mistakes, but obedience even 
under such a condition is the responsi- 
bility of the young person. Only when 
a parent’s command involves doing that 
which is clearly contrary to God’s Law, 
such as lying or stealing, does a young 
person find any justification in God’s 
Word for disobedience. 
Most of the rules and regulations in 
a Christian home will be found to be 
for the good of the greatest number con- 
cerned, and while some rules may seem 
for a time to work a hardship on a cer- 
tain individual, patience and obedience 
will ultimately bring the realization that 
what seemed to be too severe or unfair 
at the moment was really best. Each of 
us needs the schooling in unselfishness 
and thoughtfulness and co-operation that 
we may have in a Christian home to 
prepare us for living with others later 
in life. These lessons, if not learned in 
the simpler and better way, will have 
to be learned later in more difficult and 
unpleasant ways, 
se 
But, as our Scripture portion from 
Ephesians 6 reminds us, the responsibil- 
ity for a Christian home life does not 
end with the children. Discipline and 
obedience are not to be achieved by 
arbitrary and unsympathetic rules (v. 
4). This does not mean, of course, that, 
for fear of making a child angry, a 
parent is to withhold just and proper 
discipline or control. But there are sev- 
eral ways of saying “No!” or “Stop!” By 
his own consistent Christian walk the 
parent is so to demonstrate the Christian 
principles that he requires of his chil- 
dren that they shall be recognized as 
reasonable and just. And the parents’ 
rule is to be exercised in love and kind- 
ness and understanding, so that, even 
when it may seem hard to bear, the 
child will recognize that it is right and 
just. 
ye 
The foundation stone of establishing 
right relations between the parents and 
the children is seen in the parents’ re- 
sponsibility to bring up the children in 
the “nurture and admonition of the 
Lord” (v. 4). When the child, from 
earliest days, is taught by the parents 
to love God, to understand about Him, 
and to love His Word, much of the 
ground work for obedience to parents 
is laid. God’s Word is filled with ex- 
amples of His loving and yet righteous 
dealings with mankind, and these truths 
implanted in young hearts first by the 
means of Bible stories and later by Bible 
reading and teaching in the home 
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will be of greatest help in establishing 
obedience and right conduct in the home. 

One great tragedy in many modern 
homes is that, with our modern way of 
life that affords so many opportunities 
for better understanding and greater 
privileges in the home, many parents 
are almost total strangers to their chil- 
dren. If such a condition exists in your 
home, will you make it a matter of 
prayer that God may touch the hearts 
of both the parents and the young folks 
so that they may, first of all, get to 
know Him better? When this is brought 
about, the parents and the children will 
be brought closer together and will find 
in Him that blessed tie that will bind 
their hearts together in love and under- 
standing in what can be the most blessed 
relationship this side of Heaven itself. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by .the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 2 to 8 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 21:1-7. 
Jehoram Made King. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He walked in 
the way of the kings of Israel, like as 
did the house of Ahab: for he had the 
daughter of Ahab to wife.” This thirty- 
year-old king made speedy progress in 
wickedness. His murders, and lower 
level of life than Ahab’s, and the post- 
humous writing to him from the late 
Prophet Elijah are all told in verses 6-15. 
The crowning of a king and the inaugu- 
ration of a president may mean weal or 
woe to a country. Let all God’s people 
remember to put first in all their peti- 
tions to God “all that are in authority” 
(1 Tim. 2:1-3). Pray for your Chief 
Executive.: 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 22:1-8. 
Increasing Wickedness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He also walked 
in the ways of the house of Ahab: for 
his mother was his counsellor to do 
wickedly.” This brief chapter gives us 
a glimpse of the horrid misdeeds of 
Judah’s late rulers. Like streams of 
water from a high mountain, so wick- 
edness flowed down upon the people 
from their wicked rulers. The morality 
of a country is usually up or down 
according to the character of its Chief 
Executive. When national leadership is 
good, as it is at present, the prayers 
of God’s people should rise fervently 
for spiritual progress. Pray for a Bible- 

reading revival in homes. 

Wed.—2 Chronicles 23:2-11. 

Joash Made King. 


PRAYER SvuacesTions: “God save the 
king.” The boy-king, Joash, followed 


tf W 








the reign of wicked Athaliah. God in 
mercy gave Judah a little respite from 
fear. His rule brought days of peace 
to the kingdom; but in his latter days 
apostasy again increased. But note that 
apostasy hastened after the death of a 
good high priest. Prayer for devout 
religious leaders is a present necessity. 
Pray for a great spiritual awakening 
among God’s ministers. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 23:16-21, 
Baal’s Altars Destroyed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then all the peo- 
Ple went to the house of Baal, and brake 
it down, and brake his altars and his 
images in pieces.” We cannot serve God 
and mammon. We must cleave te one 
and forsake the other. If God be God 
then serve the Lord only. Those who 
forsake the Scriptures depart from the 
living God. You cannot reject the Bible 
without rejecting the God of the Bible. 
You cannot ignore prayer without re- 
jecting the God that answers prayer. 
Ideas are idols; and so are worldly pleas- 
ures, money, and whatever else turns 
us from God. Pray for the convicting 
ministry of the Spirit in churches. 


Fri.—2 Chronicles 24:1-4. 
The Temple Restored. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Joash was minded 
to repair the house of God.” It is a good 
token when men take pleasure in houses 
of worship. God told the returned ex- 
iles to take pleasure in His house and 
that He would then take pleasure in 
them. If the Lord’s places of worship 
are neglected, so will His blessings fail 
the people. How is it with your church 
building? Is it an honor to God and His 
people or a discredit to His cause? Pray 
for more love for God’s houses of prayer. 


Sat.—2 Chronicles 24:15-22. 
Joash’s Ingratitude. 
PRAYER, SuccestTions: “After the death 
of Jehoiada came the princes of Judah.” 
New counselors brought in new and 
baser practices into the life of King 
Joash and the nation. They soon for- 
sook the God of their fathers. The base- 
ness of Joash appears in his slaying 
Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, his best 
friend, for delivering God’s message of 
reproof. He remembered not the kind- 
ness of Jehoiada. Pray for deliverance 
from ingratitude. 
Sun.—Psalm 84. 
The Blessings of God’s House. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “How amiable 


are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!” 
Above all other joys in this world is 


the joy one may have in the presence © 
of God. He is so glorious, so great, 
so just and holy, and, so faithful that 
our hearts rest in Him. None other = 
can be fully trusted. But God is @ 


always the same. In His “presence 
is fulness of joy.” The supreme defi- 
nition of the bliss of Heaven is in one 
name—God. Pray that you may love 
God sincerely, and in deed and truth. 
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